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DATES FOR THE DIARY  -  2026                     

                                             
 

 
SEPTEMBER 

Sat 5th         *Community Café, Haughley Village Hall     10.00am 
Sat 5th         *Film Nights  - “Mother’s Pride”, Haughley Village Hall    7.00pm 
Tues 8th       *Pizza Church, St Mary’s Haughley                                          5.00pm 
Tues 8th      *Bingo, Haughley Pavilion          7.00pm 
Tues 8th  -   *Revisiting Past Times, St Mary’s, Wetherden                        10.00am 
Wed 12th 
Wed 9th       *Haughley Singing for Wellbeing, Haughley Village Hall           7.30pm 
Sat 13th       *Sponsored Ride & Stride            9.00am 
Sat 19th      *RBL Quiz Night, Haughley Village Hall                                     7.00pm 
Sun 20th      *Harvest Festival Service, St Mary’s, Wetherden                    11.00am 
Wed 23rd     *Haughley Singing for Wellbeing, Haughley Village Hall          7.30pm 
Sat 26th        *Parish Litter Pick                                                                  10.00am 
 

OCTOBER 
Sat 3rd         *Community Café, Haughley Village Hall                                 10.00am 
Sat 3rd         *Film Nights  -  “Hamnet”                                                           7.00pm 
Mon 5th        People’s Emergency Briefing, St Mary’s, Haughley                  7.00pm 
Wed 7th       *WI, Open Evening, “An Audience with the King”                      7.00pm 
Sat 10th       *Quiz Night, Haughley Village Hall                                             7.30pm 
Tues 13th     Bingo, Haughley Pavilion                                                          7.00pm 

 
NOVEMBER 

Sat 7th         *Community Café, Haughley Village Hall                                10.00am 
Sat 7th         *Film Nights  - “The Devil Wears Prada 2”                                7.00pm 
Sat 7th         *Councillor Surgery, Green Room, Haughley Village Hall       10.00am 
Tues 10th     Bingo, Haughley Pavilion                                                         7.00pm 
 

DECEMBER 
Sat 4th         *Community Café, Haughley Village Hall                                10.00am 
Sat 4th         *Film Nights  -  TBC 
Tues 8th       Bingo, Haughley Pavilion                                                         7.00pm 

 
 

2027 
JANUARY 

Sat 9th  *HUFC Andy Otley as Elvis  -  more details to follow 
 
 
 See poster for further details  
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Our meeting last month was a brilliant talk on 
visiting the amazing country of China!  
 
Keith Norman from Wendy Wu Tours (the UK’s 

Number One China Tour Operator – who have over 25 years’ 
experience) came along with a slide show presentation to give us a 
pictorial tour of China’s highlights.  
 

We started in Beijing, China’s capital city and home to the Forbidden City, 
the Temple of Heaven and Tiananmen Square, and a gate way to the 
Great Wall of China (which you can’t see from Space despite the myth!) 
and then on to the Xian – the origin of the Silk Road and home to the Terra 
Cotta Warriors. Here there are over 8,000 life sized clay sculptures. And 
amazingly no two statues have the same face!  

 
One of the highlights of Keith’s talk was when he told us all about visiting 
the Giant Panda breeding centre in Chengdu. This world-famous 
conservation centre is home to over 80 Giant Pandas, and this adorable 
creature is the national symbol of China and universally loved by all. 
 

Keith continued with a trip to the modern city of Chongqing, where amazingly a 
modern train line runs right through the middle of a block of flats and has become a 
bit of an unlikely tourist attraction! 
 
We then headed to the most amazing scenic city of Zhangjiajie in China’s 
northwest Hunan province which is famous for the Zhangjiajie National Forest 
Park. Here you will find the Hallelujah Mountains with over a 1000 dramatic, mist 
shrouded limestone pillars, which featured in the film ‘Avatar’. The Grand Canyon 
Glass Bridge was opened in 2016 and is the world’s highest and longest glass 
bridge ever constructed!  
 
After a quick trip down the Yangtze River in a sampan, we headed by 
a Maglev train (the world’s first commercial high-speed magnetic 
levitation train) to Shanghai – China’s biggest city and a global 
financial hub. Here China and the Western world collide in an 
explosion of gleaming skyscrapers!! 
 
Keith finished his talk with a quiz – and asked us to guess the length of The Great 
Wall of China! The answer was an outstanding 13,000 miles!! Totally unbelievable!!  
 
Ladies – you are always welcome to come along as a guest to any of our monthly 
meetings.  

 
Please check out our Facebook page for more information or call Jane on 
07815 143490.  
 

Mandy Watson 
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WANTED 
 

Haughley & Wetherden  
Parish News 

 requires volunteers to deliver our 
monthly magazine to properties in 

Castle Rise and Grainge Way 
  

Also, the new house builds in 
Station Road will soon  

require magazines delivered. 
 

If you can help with either  
of these delivery  routes  

please contact: 
 

  David Bryant on: 
 

 01449 774657 or  
Email: dlbryant@btinternet.com  
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WETHERDEN VILLAGE HALL  
  

There were 8 tables in play 
at our monthly Whist Drive 
held  on Friday 14th August. 

  
The afternoon seemed to suit 

everyone a great deal, and our next 
Whist Drive is well and truly on the 

cards for 
 Friday 11th September  at 2pm. 

  
Why not be ahead of the pack, 

and  come along???? 
You will be sure of a warm welcome!” 

  
 ******************************** 

          
In addition, we held a Charity Whist 

Drive on Friday 31st July.  
Ten tables were in play, and a total of 

£250 was raised for 
East Anglian Air Ambulance 

 
 

REMEMBER 
 

The copy deadline for the  
October issue  is: 

 
Wednesday, September 16, 2026 

 
Submit to: 

 
The Editor,  

Oulton Cottage,   
The Folly, Haughley  

 
or (preferably) by email:  

 
haughleynews@btinternet.com 
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DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT   -  JULY 2026 
 
Local Government Reform  
The government has decided that there will be 3 unitary authorities in Suffolk. The 
now Reform led Suffolk County Council are pursuing a legal challenge to this. 
Work continues as MSDC to enable the detailed work on reorganisation to take 
place. The 3 new unitary councils have provisionally been called Central and East 
Suffolk, Ipswich and South Suffolk and West Suffolk. A new website developed by 
all the Suffolk councils detailing the proposed boundaries, names and warding with 
an interactive map has been developed. Home - Future Suffolk Residents can ask 
questions through the website and make comments. Timetable at present: 
Elections to the new ‘shadow’ unitary authorities will take place in May 
2027. The unitary councils will take over formal responsibilities on vesting day April 
1st 2028. Until then, the existing County and District Councils will continue to 
deliver services as normal.  
Locality Awards  
The next round of grants has begun this year for funding for community 
organisations to apply. Locality Awards - Mid Suffolk District Council - 
babergh.gov.uk / midsuffolk.gov.uk 
Pride in your Place Grants applications are now open. These grants are available 
for capital projects that enable community groups to enhance their local area and 
environment, explore local identity and heritage, and engage in activities such as 
community clean ups 
All funding from MSDC can be accessed here: 
Funding opportunities and support - Mid Suffolk District Council - 
babergh.gov.uk / midsuffolk.gov.uk 
Better Recycling  
We have now reached the end of Week 6 of Better Recycling and completed two 
full collection cycles under the new service arrangements. The service has now 
moved from implementation into normal operational management. Food scheme 
participation rate and yield seem positive (initial estimates around 50-60%).  
If you have a missed collection you can report here 
My bin hasn't been emptied - Babergh District Council - babergh.gov.uk / 
midsuffolk.gov.uk 
To check your next collection: 
Check your collection day - Babergh District Council - babergh.gov.uk / 
midsuffolk.gov.uk 
Residents should have received their new bins, if any streets/ houses have not 
received please email recycling@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk.  
Stowmarket Innovation Gateway  
Mid Suffolk District Council’s Stowmarket Innovation Gateway is  a collaboration 
between Freeport East and MSDC and officially opened on July 14th. It offers 
office spaces for high growth start-ups, collaboration and innovation areas, 
meeting rooms, a café and high-quality training spaces. This centre was designed 
with growing sectors such as the green economy and digital/AI technology in mind. 
The project has also been delivered in partnership with Universities of Suffolk and 
Essex, West Suffolk College, Suffolk New College and Colchester Institute who will 
be delivering a programme of professional development courses to address the 
region’s skills gap. 

https://www.suffolklgrhub.gov.uk/
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/w/locality-awards
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/w/locality-awards
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/community-funding
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/community-funding
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/report-a-missed-bin-collection
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/report-a-missed-bin-collection
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/check-your-collection-day
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/check-your-collection-day
mailto:recycling@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk
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About Us | Stowmarket Innovation Gateway | Suffolk Innovation Centre 
Councillor Surgery  
We will be holding a councillor surgery where you can meet both of us in 
Haughley to discuss any issues of concern in our ward. This will be on November 
7th in The Green Room at Haughley Village Hall from 10am to 12pm (adjacent to 
the community café). No appointment necessary. Please drop in. 
 
Cllr Janet Pearson                                  Cllr Agnes Watson 
Janet.Pearson@midsuffolk.gov.uk          Agnes.Watson@midsuffolk.gov.uk 
 07928 512592                                        07599 828819 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

 
Haughley United Football Club 

would like to say a big thank you to 
everyone that supported our 

charity day or donated raffle prizes. 
 

We managed to raise an amazing 
£2500 for St Elizabeth hospice.   

 
HUFC 

https://stowmarketinnovationgateway.com/why-we-exist/
mailto:Janet.Pearson@midsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:Agnes.Watson@midsuffolk.gov.uk
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HAUGHLEY PLAYING FIELD AND PAVILION NEWS 

King George’s Field, Haughley charity No. 304761 

 
September 50/50 This will be held at the Parish Council meeting on the 15th 

September 2026. 

Painting Fundraiser 17th June 2026. This proved to be an enjoyable evening 

and most if not all said they would consider another one so we will look for another 

date in the Autumn.  

CPR training session for 24th June.  Well received and very informative. 

Excellent speaker who showed us all how to do CPR chest compressions on the 3 

dummy devices he brought along and £185 raised for Air Ambulance.  

HUFC Charity fun day 25th July. Fantastic launch for the Football Club’s 

refurbished bar and an amazing sum raised for St Elizabeth Hospice. 

Approximately £2,500.00. Well done to the Football Club volunteers and their 

sponsor Harvey McSloy. 

GENERAL NEWS 

Pavilion regeneration project –  
To enable us to move towards an environmental sustainability heating and hot 
water system an energy brief has been produced and has now been agreed by all 
relevant parties, the brief has been sent out to potential contractors to obtain 
pricing. 
 
The new kitchen has been completed. The Football club house is currently 
undergoing refurbishment. 
 
Architect plans for all the changes are nearing completion and will be submitted 
shortly for planning application. 
 
SHOPPING ONLINE - THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT US WITH 

NO COST TO YOU. 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kinggeorgefldhaughley/ 

Or go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk  and select King George’s Field, Haughley as 
your chosen charity.  

Advertising board at the entrance to the Ron Crascall pavilion. 
If you would like to advertise your business, please contact us via the parish clerk. 
Clerk@haughleypc.co.uk. The charge will be £250 p.a. for an A5 size advert, 
proceeds help upkeep of the Pavilion, playing field and equipment. 

 
Clubs and Regular activities at the Playing Field & Pavilion 

Indoor Bowls Monday afternoons 2-4pm October to March 
 
 Yoga – Bethany serenityyogabethany@outlook.com Wednesdays 9.30-

10.30am Upstairs function room. 
 Yoga – Claudia Claudia@yogadia.com Tuesdays 6.15pm Gentle 7.30pm 

Dynamic upstairs function room. 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kinggeorgefldhaughley/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
mailto:Clerk@haughleypc.co.uk
mailto:serenityyogabethany@outlook.com
mailto:Claudia@yogadia.com
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 Bingo Every second Tuesday of the month, 7pm for 7.30pm eyes down. 
Upcoming dates:  14th July, 11th August, 8th September, 13th October, 10th 
November, 8th Dec 2026. 

 
Club Contacts:   Are listed in the directory at the back of PN 

 

Dogs are welcome at the playing field. Please keep them on their 
leads and pick up your dog’s poo. 

 
Ron Crascall Pavilion, King George’s Field, Haughley 

 
There are three rooms for hire at the Pavilion 

Upstairs Function room 
14m x 8m approx with 10 tables & 60 chairs 

Contact Thirza Shaw – trtinker@aol.com or 07786 375441 
Access to kitchen facilities on the ground floor 

 
Haughley Football club bar room ground floor 

Contact Ian Wilkinson 01449 773399 Access to kitchen facilities 
 

Scouts Hall or folding table & chairs – Richard Stacy 01449 673311. 

mailto:trtinker@aol.com
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WETHERDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
Summarised minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  

held on 20th July 2026 
 

Attendance & Administration 
 Apologies accepted from four councillors. 
 No declarations of interest. 
 Minutes from the May 2026 Annual Parish Council meeting were approved. 
District & County Reports 
District Council 
 Suffolk County Council (now Reform-led) is challenging the previously agreed  
        plan for three unitary councils. 
 Better Recycling project has moved into normal operations. 
 Joint Local Plan consultation is open. 
 Stowmarket Innovation Gateway officially opened. 
 “Pride in Your Place” grants now available for community environmental and 

heritage projects. 
County Council 
 Post-16 Travel Policy approved for 2026–27. 
 £3m invested in 11 new fire engines. 
 County Council pursuing legal action over Local Government Reform (cost up 

to £500k). 
 £18k approved to remodel councillors’ office space. 
 Highways visited ad hoc laybys on former A14; plastic bollards suggested as a  
        Low-cost solution. 
 Concerns raised about HGV turning issues linked to Lawn Farm development     

Wetherden PC should not bear signage costs. 
 New SID post location on Stowmarket Road agreed. 
 Drainage issues at Rectory Hill partly resolved; remaining blocked drains re-

reported. 
Finance 
 Bank balance (13 July 2026): £17,255.62. 
 Routine payments approved, including salaries, landscape work, litter picking, 

HMRC, and playground equipment. 
 Income received from Locality Budget (£1,500), refund (£232.50), and 

Wetherden Charities (£1,000). 
Projects & Updates 
Playground Swing 
 Deposit paid; delivery expected late summer. 
 Thanks recorded to funders. 
 Bramble and branch clearance to be scheduled. 
 
Village Sign 
 Old sign removed; new carved oak sign maker identified. 
 Grants and quotations being pursued. 
 Some residents suggest relocating the sign to the village centre near the bus 

stop. 
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Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
 Quote received for solar‑powered replacement. 
 June–July traffic data shows: 
      -     Incoming: 80.86% at 30mph or below. 
      -     Outgoing: 64.25% at 30mph or below. 
Data to be retained as evidence for Highways/Police. 
Common & Playing Fields 
 Request received to plant a memorial tree. 
 Proposal for outdoor church services on the Common—Cllr Perry to 

progress. 
Public Participation 
 Football club has treated and seeded the playing field. 
 Townlands Trust to be contacted about placing a “Protecting Your Open 

Spaces” banner. 
 Rubbish dumped in ditch near the bridge. 
 Small SID to be moved to village centre but must be removed when ANPR 

device is installed. 
Other Matters 
 The Maypole pub is in negotiations with a potential experienced landlord. 
 
Next Meeting:      21 September 2026 
 

CRAWFORD EDUCATIONAL TRUST, (WETHERDEN) 
Registered Charity 310361 

 
The Trustees are able to award grants to individual residents of Wetherden of all 
ages, in order to help them with continued education, including those at Universi-
ties and Colleges of Further and Higher Education.  
 
Residents of the Parish of Wetherden already involved in continuing education 
courses, or who are about to commence a course in Further or Higher education 
are invited to submit applications for the Academic Year 2026-2027. Applications 
should be submitted by November 30th for payment in January. 
 
The Trust also offers support to Crawford’s CEVC Primary School and is happy to 
consider applications for funding from any other organisational group working for 
the benefit of the children and young people of Wetherden. 
 
Individual and group requests for short courses or educational needs may be sub-
mitted at any time. 
 
Application forms and further details may be obtained from: 
 

Jan Tidmarsh (Awards Secretary) 
Tel/Text: 07749809538 

Email:crawfordtrust@outlook.com  
(Note change of email address) 

Completed application forms for the academic year should be returned to the 
Awards Secretary, by 30 November 2026. 
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Chairman:    Mr Tim Hart                                      Vice Chair : Mrs M Buttle 
Secretary:    Vacant       Email: acsargent48@gmail.com  

    
Do you know of a veteran in the Haughley area who needs our help? We provide 
lifelong support for the Armed Forces community - serving men and women, 
veterans, and their families. If so please get in touch via our website or via the 
email above. 
 
Veterans service and lunch 
 
Sunday 28th June saw the branch resurrect the Armed Forces Day service and 
lunch which hadn't happened since covid.  
 
Rev Alison took.an excellent service with 25 Legion members and some residents 
of Mere View in attendance.   This was followed by an enjoyable lunch in the Mere 
View restaurant - our thanks to Julie. 
 
It is proposed to continue the event in future years and hopefully numbers will 
increase. 
 
Branch socials are held every SECOND Thursday of the month in the Maxwell 
Room (next to the post office) from 7.30pm. 
 

To view our full calendar of events go to our website: 
 

www.britishlegion.org/branches/Haughley Or 
 search Haughley Royal British Legion 

www.thehaughleywarmemorial.wordpress.com  

 

mailto:acsargent48@gmail.com
http://www.britishlegion.org/branches/Haughley
http://www.thehaughleywarmemorial.wordpress.com/
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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
     The Council held a meeting on 21 July 2026.  Nilam Vora was coopted as a 
Parish Councillor and welcomed to the meeting. 
     Although not a Parish Council event, the Chairman thanked all who were 
involved with the Open Gardens Day.  Progress is being made with a parish 
consultation  following the MSDC Call for Sites.  The Council received a notification 
for tree works at The Elms, The Folly (DC/26/03025) and supported the 
application.   
      There was to be an Open Day at the Playing Fields the following Saturday.  It 
was suspected that there was inappropriate drug use at the playing field and that 
there is an online reporting tool to report suspected activity of this nature.   
Alternative arrangements are being made for formal play equipment inspections. 
     Considerable work has been undertaken at Gallowsfield Wood, including grass 
cutting, repairs to several bench seats and a forest school visit with residents from 
a care home.  Despite a large notice banning fires, there had been an unauthorised 
fire in the fire pit area which was left in a hazardous state.  Fires, especially 
during a drought, are extremely dangerous.  The Council agreed to the working 
group’s proposal to apply for grant funding under the Rural Payment Scheme. 
      The Council received an update from the Allotments, including that advice 
about the hose pipe ban had been shared with allotment holders.  Sections of the 
fencing are deteriorating, not least with broken and damaged posts.  A Councillor 
had attended “The Gipping Way of the Cross” presentation at the Cathedral in 
Bury St Edmunds.  The presentation which was lead by Rev Andy Buttress and Dr 
Mike Walker, both from Haughley, is to reinstate the pilgrimage route between 
Ipswich and the Cathedral.  The proposal was well received.  
      D.Cllr Pearson had arranged for a District Council officer to attend at the 
proposed junior football pitch to consider the way forward.   A working group was 
agreed to organise the annual Christmas Tree Lights Switch-on Event – last 
Saturday in November (28th).  The Council received an update on Haughley Parish 
in Bloom and thanks were offered to the organisers and volunteers.  The 
displays are much appreciated. Information on the use of speed detection 
equipment and traffic calming measures was received.   
     Financial information was received and payments for July agreed.  A proposal 
for new email addresses for Councillors was put forward.  Information was provided 
on on-line safeguarding tutorials. 
 
      Haughley Parish Council held an additional meeting on 13 August, primarily to 
consider Planning Application DC/26/03207 for a Lawful Development Certificate 
for container storage at Tot Hill Service Station.  It was noted that the area for this 
application differs from the recent withdrawn Planning Application also at Tot Hill 
Service Station. 
      Arrangements for running the Community Café on Saturday 5th September 
were considered.   Financial information was received and payments for August 
agreed.  The Council consented to the proposal for parcel collection equipment to 
be mounted on part of the Pavilion building as part of fund raising for Youth Football 
and the Scouts in Haughley. 
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Councillors considered a draft consultation document which will seek views from 
residents in the Parish of Haughley on ways Haughley could develop over the 
next 25 years.   It is proposed to provide related information at the Community 
Café in September. 
      The Council received a copy of a communication from a resident to the 
developers of the current development site off Station Road about the loss of 
trees and sections of hedging.  This is being addressed by the developers.  
The Council has obtained advance warning that construction of a new footpath to 
a section of Station Road will involve traffic light control, whilst installation of 
services for the current development will involve a road closure.  Relevant 
dates are not yet available but October and November were mentioned.  Further 
information will be included in the Village News when available. 
     Mid Suffolk District Council and our District Councillor have offered grant 
funding towards the cost of the Haughley Neighbourhood Plan Review subject to 
the new plan including provision to accommodate additional housing which will be 
allocated by MSDC as part of their new Local Plan. 
 
Next meetings:   Community Café   -   Saturday 5th September 
           Council meeting   -   Tuesday 15th September 
           Parish Litte Pick   -   Saturday 26th September 
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PARISH CHURCH SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

Benefice of Haughley with Wetherden and Stowupland 
(For more information please contact Revd Andy Buttress:  

email revandybuttress@gmail.com) 
 

PC = Parish Communion (a service of with worship, prayer, a talk and communion) 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer (a traditional service) 

WINNER OF HAUGHLEY CHURCH’S 
 MONTHLY £40 DRAW 

Margaret Buttle 
The £40 draw is held in the last week of each 

month. 
Phone : 01449 774657 if you would like a ticket:  

£15 for the whole year. 

Date Stowupland Wetherden Haughley 

Wednesday 2nd 10.00 am Mid-
week Prayer and 
Praise 

    

Sunday 6th 9.30am Commun-
ion Service 

11.00 am Morning 
Worship 

11.00am Sunday 
Praise 

Tuesday 8th     5.00pm Pizza 
Church 

Wednesday 9th     10.00am Midweek 
Prayer and Praise 

Sunday 13th 9.30am Sunday 
Praise 

11.00am Morning 
Worship 

11.00am  
Communion  
Service 

Monday 14th 11am Service at 
Steeple View 

  2pm Service at 
Mere View 

Wednesday 16th   10am Midweek 
Prayer and Praise 

  

Sunday 20th 9.30am Harvest 
Service 

11.00am Sunday 
Praise/Harvest 

11.00am Joint 
Service 
with URC 

Wednesday 23rd     10.00am Midweek 
Communion-at the 
vicarage 

Sunday 27th 6.30pm Evening 
Service 

11.00am 
 Communion  
Service 

9.30am BCP 
Communion 

Wednesday 30th     10am Dwelling in 
the word –  
Maxwell Charnley 
Room 
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St Mary’s Haughley and St Mary’s Wetherden 
 

Rector: Revd  Andy Buttress Tel. 07749265571 
Curate: Revd Alison Roberts Tel. 01449 613037 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2082/ 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/1938/ 

 
It’s scary going to church 

 
I don’t know about you but I struggle going to new places I am not familiar with. A 
few years ago, having never been in a bookies, I decided to go to Ladbrokes in 
Ipswich to put a couple of quid on a horse, just to feel again what it is like to go to 
somewhere alien to me. I will tell you about it one day as it was a very interesting 
experience! 
 
For many people going to church either for the first time or after a long period of 
time, it is equally scary. You can feel an outsider, out of place, out of your depth 
and sometimes alone.  
Which is why we want to make it just that little bit easier for you to come to our 
churches.  
 
You might want to try our Sunday Praise service at Haughley which is at 11.00am 
on the 1st Sunday of the month and the 3rd Sunday of the month at Wetherden. 
Here are 5 promises which we will make for anyone who comes. 
 
1. You will receive a warm welcome. 
2. We won’t ask you for money. 
3. The service will be informal – you don’t need to dress up. 
4. We will explain things, you will understand the words and what is going on. 
5. The service will not be longer than 45 minutes. 
 
You might also want to try our harvest services. At Haughley the harvest service is 
going to be on Sunday October  4th. At Wetherden the harvest service will be on 
September 20th. Both these services are at 11.00am. 
Unfortunately we are not on Trip Advisor but if you do come to church we would 
love your feedback. Do let us know what you think of the services and whether you 
would come again.  
 
Oh, and by the way, we are planning a brand new service for children and families 
in Wetherden this autumn so watch this space. 
 
All the best, 
Revd Andy  
 
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, please give me your strength to go to new places and meet 
new people this month. Amen. 
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2082/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/1938/
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HAUGHLEY UNITED 
FOOTBALL CLUB 

 
 

SPONSORSHIPS  AVAILABLE 
 

If anybody / business would like to 
sponsor a game at Haughley United 
£100 per game or interested in any 

sponsorship please contact : 
 

Colin 07708062435 
 

Keep eye on our Facebook 
page for fixtures and events at 

the club 

STOWMARKET AND DISTRICT CAMERA CLUB 
 
We held our annual photoshoot on Sunday 22nd June.  
This year’s location was Flatford Mill, which was well 
attended by members of the club.  It’s always nice to get 
together on location where the more experienced 
members help the newer photographers of the group.  
This year was no exception, with some excellent images 
taken. 

 
With the summer close season 

coming to an end, our members are busy taking their final 
photographs for the forth coming 2026/27 campaign.  Our 
first meeting will be held on 14th September at the 
Community Centre at 19:30 hours.  The Michael & Helen 
Lang Trophy for the best image from last season will be 
judged by Wayne Davey AWPF BPES DPAGB.   
 

For further dates and information please see our website   
www.stowmarketanddistrictcameraclub.onesuffolk.net  

 
New members are very welcomed. You do not have to be an 'Expert Photographer’ 
all you need is a camera – any camera and a real interest in using it. Our members 
use DSLRs, mirrorless, compacts and bridge cameras. If you are interested in 
becoming a member, please email Stowmarketcc@outlook.com or visit our 
website. 

Paula 

Paul Fly Face 

http://www.stowmarketanddistrictcameraclub.onesuffolk.net
mailto:Stowmarketcc@outlook.com
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2026-27 Autumn / Winter Flu and COVID Vaccination Campaign 
 

In line with government guidance, the main 2026-27 autumn / winter flu and COVID 
vaccination campaign commences on 1st October. 
Eligibility for a Flu Vaccination 
 Aged 65 years and over; 
 18 – 64 years at clinical risk; 
 Those in long stay residential care homes; 
 Carers of elderly or disabled persons; 
 Close contacts of immunocompromised individuals; 
 Frontline workers in a health and social care setting. 
Eligibility for a COVID Booster 
 Residents in a care home for older adults; 
 All adults aged 75 years and over; 
 Patients aged 6 months and over who are immunosuppressed. 
At Woolpit Health Centre we will kick off the campaign with two large clinics as 
follows: 
Saturday 3rd October – COVID and Flu for patients over the age of 75 years 
ONLY 
Wednesday 7th October – Flu ONLY for eligible patients under the age of 75 
years 
We will then plan smaller clinics for patients unable to make these dates. 
Eligible patients will receive an invitation via a mobile phone text or by letter, 
depending on how they have consented for us to make contact. There may be 
occasions where patients of the same household have different appointment times. 
In this event patients can attend together at either time, without the need to inform 
us. 
Housebound patients will be notified of their vaccination date by telephone. 
During this busy time, we try hard to minimise disruption to our core primary care 
services, protecting our Care Navigators so they can remain focused on supporting 
patients who need triaging into urgent and routine appointments. During the season 
our small, dedicated vaccination team handle large numbers of telephone and 
email enquiries. 
Request to Patients 
1. Please wait for your invitation. 
2. Upon receipt please only contact the team if you need to change your 

appointment or cannot use the mobile phone booking link. 
3. Our preference is for email contact as this keeps the phone line free and is an 

efficient way to communicate. Please email: woolpit.covid19queries@nhs.net 
4. If you need to phone our dedicated vaccine line, the number is 01359 243933. 
5. Finally, we ask you please to be patient, whichever way you contact us 

we will get back to you. There is no need to leave multiple messages, this 
only slows down our responses. Be reassured, we have plenty of vaccine 
and plenty of appointments. 

 
We look forward to another successful vaccination season. 

mailto:woolpit.covid19queries@nhs.net
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The Joy of Doing Things Slowly at Orchard Barn 
 
There are times when it feels as though the whole world is 
speeding up. Faster communication, faster travel, faster decisions. 
We seem to have become rather good at hurrying. 
 
At Orchard Barn, we spend time doing things that modern life might 

consider wonderfully inefficient. We make string from nettles, sharpen old saws 
rather than buying new ones, repair timber frames instead of replacing them, and 
build with earth, timber, straw and lime – materials that have served us well for 
centuries. 
 
It would certainly be quicker to do many of these things another way. 
 
Yet, when we slow down, something unexpected happens. We notice more. We 
learn from one another. We value skills handed down through generations and take 
greater care, not just of the task in hand, but of the people alongside us. 
Perhaps slowing down isn't really about doing less. Perhaps it's about noticing 
more. 
 
If that thought resonates with you, why not come and experience it for yourself? We 
welcome volunteers every Wednesday and Friday, 9am–1pm, for traditional 
carpentry and greenwood work, and every Thursday, 9am–1pm, to help care for 
the orchard, gardens and wildlife. 
 
No experience is needed – just a willingness to learn, share and enjoy the simple 
pleasure of slowing down. 
 

To enquire – contact Sarah Partridge on 07766054042 or email 
sarah.orchardbarn@gmail.com  

mailto:sarah.orchardbarn@gmail.com
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I hired a company to install concrete fencing and a gate in 
my back garden. The quality of the work is poor, some 
wooden panels are loose, and the gate doesn’t shut 
properly.  I paid before I inspected the work.  What can I do? 
 

When you put your trust in a trader and they don’t meet your expectations it 
can be frustrating. 

When there’s a problem caused by a trader, you should be able to get it fixed 
or get some money back.  Evidence is important - take photos and make notes 
about what happened and when, including times and dates, and keep hold of 
receipts or other proof of payment. 

People can experience different types of problems with traders, and there’s 
specific advice available on our website depending on what the issue is.  In your 
situation, it’s important to note if a trader hasn’t done a good job with ‘reasonable 
care and skill’, the Consumer Rights Act 2015 entitles you to ask for the problem to 
be fixed or for a refund. 

This is something you can mention when you take the problem up with the 
trader and cite your evidence.  They should fix the problem within a reasonable 
amount of time, without causing you too much inconvenience.  The law doesn’t say 
what counts as reasonable, so you’ll have to agree on it with them. 

If they can’t or won’t fix the problem, you can ask for a partial or full refund, 
depending on how bad the problem is.  You’ll have to come to an agreement about 
how much you should get.  It’s a good idea to start by suggesting a figure and 
explaining why you think it’s reasonable, then take it from there.  Once you’ve 
agreed on the amount with the trader the law says you should get your refund 
within 14 days. 

If you can’t come to an agreement, or they refuse to fix the problem or give 
you a refund, there are other steps you could take - including complaining to your 
card provider if you paid by card. 

You can check if the trader is a member of a trade association or quality 
scheme.  If they are, they might have to follow certain rules, and if they’ve broken 
them, you could get help to take your complaint further.  They might be part of an 
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) scheme - a way of solving disagreements with 
a trader without going to court - or they might agree to use one. 

If the trader isn’t part of an ADR scheme, and you’ve already complained to 
your card provider and the complaint isn't resolved, you may be able to complain to 
the Financial Ombudsman Service. 

 
Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide in depth advice on this issue and 

much more, including debt, finances, employment, benefits and family/
relationships.  You can contact them by phone on 01449 676060, visit in person at 
Milton House, 5 Milton Road South, Stowmarket IP14 1EZ or use the contact form 
at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us.  Opening hours are Monday-Thursday 9.30am 
– 3.30pm and Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm. 
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ELMSWELL HISTORY G ROUP  
Our July exhibition on the History of English Women’s Football went very well with 
young and not-so-young football enthusiasts attending from near and far to view 
the extensive displays put together by curator, Steve Bolton, whose grandmother 
was an early-era footballer.   Some of the many surprises from this exhibition were 
to learn that women’s football was banned by the F.A. in 1902 and then again in 
1932 but, at that time, their crowds were bigger than for the men’s game!   Also, to 
see and feel the old, very heavy leather balls, and the most uncomfortable-looking 
boots, amongst the many artefacts on show that afternoon.    
 
Heritage Open Days - this year's annual event runs from 11-20th September, so 
now's the time to select your event or tour in East Anglia, some of which need to be 
pre-booked. 
For more details, click onto this link - https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/whats-
on/printable-area-lists/region-eastern.html. Every September thousands of 
volunteers across England organise events to celebrate our fantastic history and 
culture. It's your chance to see hidden places and try out new experiences – all of 
which are FREE to explore, and some of which are not normally open to the 
general public. 
 
East Anglian Traditional Music Day, Sat 19th September - a celebration of 
music, dance, and song, taking place all over Stowmarket, with a free pre-festival 
session to get you started on Fri 18th September, hosted by Rosewood with early 
guest arrivals.  Get in touch 
on tmd@eatmt.org.uk if you have any questions 
before booking.   Events as part of Traditional 
Music Day happen in multiple venues around 
Stowmarket – please check the programme 
(coming soon) to find out where individual events 
are taking place! 
The first meeting of our new season, 2026-7, will be on Thursday 10th September, 
7.30pm in the Wesley Hall (School Rd, IP30 9EE), when our annual subscriptions 
will be due for payment.   Our subs and monthly fees remain the same as last year 
- to join us as a member (or renew your membership) it is still £12pp subs plus £4 
per meeting (so £16pp on your first meeting attended) or £6pp per meeting to 
attend as a visitor.    As we cannot take debit/credit cards, we’d appreciate exact 
cash or cheque (payable to “Elmswell History Group”), and for attendees to arrive 
in good time (doors open at 6.45pm) to allow for this essential annual 
administrative procedure.   

We look forward to welcoming Darren Dordoy for his talk on 
Stowmarket’s 1871 Gun Cotton Explosion.   As Stowmarket’s 
Mayor and Chairman of Stowmarket  History Group, Darren is 
extremely well placed to give us detailed information on this 
catastrophic event in the town’s Victorian history, so do join us 
then to find out much more. 
 

For further information about our History Group, please visit our website –
www.elmswell-history.org.uk  – or contact our Secretary, on 01359-242601 

https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/whats-on/printable-area-lists/region-eastern.html
mailto:tmd@eatmt.org.uk
http://www.elmswell-history.org.uk
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PLACES OF WORSHIP 
Parish Churches of Haughley and 
Wetherden 
Revd Andy Buttress - Rector -  
revandybuttress@gmail.com 
07749265571 
www.achurchnearyou.com 
Curate: Revd Alison Roberts Tel. 
01449 613037 
Haughley Ch Warden: Dr J Gibson  
Wetherden Ch Wardens: Ann Cooke  
& Elizabeth Elbourne 
The Baptist Church Wetherden 
Minister: Hugh Davis: 
Email: pastorhughdavis@gmail.com 
Secretary: J W Rushbrook:  
01359-240118 
United Reformed Church, 
Stowmarket 
Secretary: Brian Hewitt, 
07500734113 
Ass Secretary: Mary Durrant, 
 01449 672608 
Treasurer :Anne Scarff: 
 01449  774792 
annescarff11356@btinternet.com 
Roman Catholic Church of Our 
Lady, Stowmarket 
Rev. Michael Brookes: 07572545743. 
Email: michael.brookes@rcdea.org.uk 
PARISH AND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Haughley Parish Council 
Chairman: Gerald Brown 
Gerald.brown@haughleypc.co.uk 
M: 07969 654520 
Clerk: Mrs Kathleen Peacock      
 07535 515077  
Wetherden Parish Council 
Chairman: Cllr Duncan Perry, email  
duncanper-
ry@wetherdenparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Clerk: Christine Mason: 07545783987 
clerk@wetherdenparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Member of Parliament: 
Adrian Ramsay: 07534 933 356 
WaveneyValleyOffice@parliament.uk 
Mid Suffolk District Council: 

Agnes Watson: 07599 828819  
Agnes.Watson@midsuffolk.gov.uk,  
Janet Pearson:  07928 512592 
Janet.Pearson@midsuffolk.gov.uk,  
 DOCTORS, SCHOOLS,  &  
ESSENTIAL SERVICES 
Citizens Advice Bureau:  
01449 676060 
Haughley Post Office: 
01449 676789 
Health Centre, Stowmarket  
01449-776000 
Health Centre, Woolpit : 
01359-240298 
Health Centre, Mendlesham
(Chapel Rd):01449 767722 
Bacton Manor Farm Surgery: 
01449-781777 
Combs Ford Surgery, Stowmarket 
01449-678333 
Haughley Crawfords VCP School 
01449-673253 
Stowupland High School: 
01449-674827 
Haughley Pre School Playgroup: 
07880 738781 
Anglian Water: 03457-145-145 
British Gas: 0845-609-1122 
UK Power Networks: 0800 31 63 
105 (power cuts) 
Refuse Collection: 0845 606 6067 
Wetherden Street lighting: 
0800 591055 
HALL BOOKINGS 
Haughley Village Hall: 
Lyn Allum 07837 953266 or email: 
lynnallum@hotmail.com 
Maxwell Charnley Community 
Room: booking: 01449 676789      
Ron Crascall Pavilion: 
Chairman & 50/50 Club Administra-
tor: Thirza Shaw:  trtinker@aol.com  
or 07786 375441 or Thir-
za.shaw@haughleypc.co.uk 
Haughley Scout Hut: 
Richard Stacy 01449 673311 
 

DIRECTORY 

mailto:revandybuttress@gmail.com
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
mailto:michael.brookes@rcdea.org.uk
mailto:duncanperry@wetherdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:duncanperry@wetherdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@wetherdenparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:WaveneyValleyOffice@parliament.uk
mailto:Agnes.Watson@midsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:Janet.Pearson@midsuffolk.gov.uk
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Wetherden Village Hall: 
Keith Watts 07528 065250 
wetherdenvillagehall@gmail.com or  
www.wetherdenvillagehall.com 
LOCAL VOLUNTARY CLUBS &  
ORGANISATIONS 
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts : Carly 
Banthorpe 07976294616 or Richard 
Stacy 01449 673311.  
Bellringers Haughley - practice 1st 
Mon evening in month 
Richard Coe: 07913 588914 
Bellringers Wetherden - practice 
Tues evening at church: 
Basil Hart: 07894555348 
Email: MrBHart@hotmail.com 
Bowls Indoor or Outdoor  Haughley 
contact Peter Mead 07845068679  
Indoor/carpet Bowls Wendy 
07773972746  
Choir Haughley -  Thurs evening:  
Janet Sheldrake 01449 737247 
Mid Suffolk Folk Dance Group: 
Ron Coxall Hall 01449 672658  
Thursdays Haughley Village Hall  
Thursdays 7.30 Wetherden Village 
Hall, Margaret/John Doy 
 01473 742015 
H.A.T.S. Haughley Amateur  
 Theatrical Society: 
Alex Ball: 07746231114 or email 
Haughley.pantomime@gmail.com 
HUFC –  Chairman, Shaun Wright: 
07710 604548 
Haughley Youth Football contact – 
Carly Banthorpe 07976294616  
Haughley Football Club: 
Ian Wilkinson 07802 647674 
Haughley History & Parish Archive: 
Kieron Palmer: 07583081797 
Haughley Hoofers Clog Dancers:  
Gill Brett:  01449-673518 
Haughley IT Squad: 
haughleyhitsquad@gmail.com 
Haughley Parish in Bloom:(HPIB) 
Yvonne Tricker: 07415 230088 
yvonne.tricker@haughleypc.co.uk 
Haughley Royal British Legion: 
Branch Chairman:Tim Hart  
01449 613680 

Haughley Singing for Wellbeing 
Group 
Lynn Elliston, 07979832980 
Haughley and Wetherden  
  Twinning  Association:  
Chairman, Richard Standen 
richardstanden@gmail.com  
07760 165 889 
Wetherden Baby & Toddler Group 
Sarah Chukwu: 01449 674101 
slchukwu37@gmail.com 
1st Wetherden & Haughley Scout 
Group: Group Scout Leader: 
Catherine Winter 01449 781372  
  catherine.winter@outlook.com 
Wetherden FC - Jonathan Lewis 
(Manager)  01449-678234  
Wetherden History Group: 
Pat Tuffin 01359 240396. 
Wetherden Table Tennis Club: 
Dawn Gibson   01359 240 259 
Wetherden Tennis Club: 
Sara Parker, Membership Secretary, 
07515 160840  
wetherdentc@gmail.com 
Whist Drive - monthly, Wetherden 
Village Hall: 
James Rand 07549824735  
WI Haughley - 1st Wed in month, 
7.00pm, in Haughley Village Hall: 
Jane Thompson: 01449 677079 
HAUGHLEY & WETHERDEN 
 PARISH NEWS 
Editorial/Advertising Copy: Anne 
Ardley 01449 678040 or email:  
haughleynews@btinternet.com 
Copy Assistant:Elizabeth Ardley-
Walker 
Treasurer– David Bryant 
Printing - Digital Copy Centre 
01449 678100  
H&WPN website: https://
www.haughley.org.uk 

All details correct at time of  printing. 
 Please inform Editor of any changes ASAP. 

mailto:Haughley.pantomime@gmail.com
mailto:yvonne.tricker@haughleypc.co.uk
mailto:richardstanden@gmail.com
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DISTRIBUTION & DELIVERY 
 
We aim to deliver your copy to your 
door by the 1st of the month in all 
weathers. Occasionally we experience 
circumstances which delay printing 
and delivery.  If you haven’t received 
your copy by the 2nd of the month, 
please contact: 

 David Bryant on: 
01449 774657 or email 

dlbryant@btinternet.com. 
 
Due to the nature of the Parish News 
we are unable to publish ‘letters to the 
Editor’ and whilst we take every care 
in ensuring that all the information 
supplied by the deadline is included, 
we take no responsibility for the 
content of articles. All adverts are 
placed in good faith and the H&WPN 
cannot be held responsible for any work 
carried out.   

Would you like to  

advertise  

 your business? 
 

For advertising rates 

 contact Anne :  

01449 678040 or 

haughleynews@btinternet.com 
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