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Tickets on sale NOW from Haughley Post Office  
or to book online via our Facebook page 

 or Instagram(hatspanto) 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY  -  2024 
  

FEBRUARY 
Sat 3rd  *Community Café, Haughley Village Hall                               10.00pm 
Sat 3rd  *Film Nights, “Phantom of the Open”                                       7.00pm 
Tues 13th  Bingo  -  Haughley Pavilion                                                     7.00pm 
Fri 23rd  *Pantomime,  “Red Riding Hood,” Haughley Village Hall 
Sat 24th  *Pantomime, “Red Riding Hood”,  Haughley Village Hall 
   (2 performances per day 2.00 pm and 7.30pm) 
Sat 24th  *Karaoke Night  HUFC, Haughley Pavilion                              7.00pm 
Sat 24th  *Vigil For World Peace, St Mary’s Wetherden                         2.00pm                         
 

MARCH 
Sat 2nd  *Community Café, Haughley Village Hall                               10.00am 
Sat 2nd   *Film Nights, A Haunting in Venice, Haughley Village Hall      7.00pm 
Tues 12th   Bingo  -  Haughley Pavilion                                                    7.00pm 
Sat 16th   *Community Litter Pick                                                          10.00am 

 
APRIL 

Sat 6th  *Community Café, Haughley Village Hall                               10.00pm 
Sat 6th  *Film Nights  -  TBC 
Tues 9th   *Bingo  -  Haughley Pavilion                                                    7.00pm 
Sat 13th   *ABBA Night  -  Haughley Village Hall                                     7.00pm 
Sat 20th   *HVH Spring Quiz, Haughley Village Hall 
    (Further details to follow) 
Wed 24th  SWT, RSPB Minsmere Past & Present, Stowupland 
       Village Hall                                                                            7.30pm 
Sat 27th   *Greyhound Race Night & Cabaret, Haughley Pavilion           7.30pm 

 
MAY 

Sat 4th   *Community Café, Haughley Village Hall                               10.00am 
Sat 4th  *Film Nights,  -  TBC 
Sat 11th  *Community Litter Pick                                                           10.00am 
Tues 14th *Bingo  -  Haughley Pavilion                                                     7.00pm 
 

JUNE 
Sat 8th  *Haughley Open Gardens 
Sun 9th   
Wed 24th SWT Wildlife in our Gardens, Stowupland Village Hall            7.30pm 

 
SEPTEMBER 

Wed 25th SWT, The World Land Trust, Stowmarket Football Club         7.30pm 
 

NOVEMBER 
Wed 27th SWT, Bats in Suffolk, Stowmarket Football Club                     7.30pm 
 
 
*  See advert for further details 
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The December meeting of 
Haughley WI is always our 
Christmas party. This last session 
of 2023 was a particularly relaxed 
one. One of our members, Mandy, 
an expert in Pyrography, gave us a 
brilliant demonstration of how she 
could create a picture of a tree by 
burning it onto a piece of wood 
with a hand-held tool. Everyone 
was then given the opportunity to have a go at writing on, or 

decorating some pre- cut wooden Christmas decorations. Some of us coped better 
in this amazing craft than others, but it gave us a new challenge and lots of fun. 
There was also the opportunity to buy some of Mandy’s pieces, (sold through 
Hedgerow Crafts) many with Christmas themes. We moved between this activity 
and a table quiz, with lots of mulled wine and mince pies. The evening would not 
have been complete without a visit from Santa and of course we couldn’t wait to 
open our gifts! 
 
If anyone was experiencing a bit of post-Christmas fatigue, at our January meeting 
it was quickly dispelled. Our inspirational speaker, Stephen Amer, has many years 
of experience as a vocalist and performer as well as being a bandleader and choir 
and workshop leader. His talk “Singing for Wellbeing” reflected his special interest 
in the neurology and physiology of the voice. 
 
In 2013, Stephen co-founded Voice cLoud, a music and creative arts organisation 
which explores and promotes the singing voice and music for health and wellbeing. 
His many musical projects under this umbrella have had a positive impact on those 
coping with conditions such as dementia, learning disability and mental health 
issues.  
 
Congratulating us on our unaccompanied rendition of ‘Jerusalem’, Stephen then 
gave us some warming up exercises, one using aboriginal rhythms and then gently 
led us to give our very best in singing three well known songs. Lots of smiles and 
feeling good after this effort as well as a few tears reminding us that music is a 
great way of releasing a full range of memories and emotions. A really enjoyable 
session to start 2024. 
 
We have planned an interesting and varied programme of speakers for this coming 
year. We had some guests at both our December and January meetings, all 
considering joining our lively group.  
 
Anyone wanting to have a ‘taster’ session is very welcome. Contact Jane on 01449 
677079. 
 
Happy New Year to all readers from Haughley WI.  
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NEWS FROM YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 

The budget for Mid Suffolk District Council is currently being put together.  The 
funding for this comes from Council Tax, Business Rates, Government grants and 
investment income.  Of your total council tax bill, about 8% goes to Mid Suffolk.  
(The County Council receives approximately 80%, the Police and Crime 
Commissioner 10% and your Parish about 2%.) 

To incentivise bringing more homes back into use, MSDC will increase the 
amount of Council Tax payable on long-term empty homes from April 2024.  
Currently there are over 300 of these and they attract a levy of 50% on the Council 
Tax payable.  The new policy will be levies of 100% for empty homes being left for 
one (to five) years, 200% for five (to ten) years and 300% for ten years or more.  
Exceptions will apply – such as property under probate or properties undergoing 
major repairs. 

Additionally, second homes will attract a 100% levy from April 2025 as a year’s 
notice has to be given. 

There had been the opportunity to increase some of these from 2019 but the 
previous Administration did not take this up. 

Mid Suffolk’s Cabinet approved the full business case of the Stowmarket Sports 
Health and Leisure Project to allow the first stage, covering new and updated 
sports facilities, to go ahead.  This includes a 3G pitch, special athletics track, multi
-games area (MUGA), improving existing pitches and other facilities.  It is hoped 
work can start in 2024. 

A reminder that any group or organisation can apply to us for Locality Grant 
funding for amounts from £250.  Please ask for an application form. 
 
Councillor Rachel Eburne    Councillor Janet Pearson 
rachel.eburne@midsuffolk.gov.uk  janet.pearson@midsuffolk.gov.uk 
Telephone:  01449 673311    Telephone: 01449 678788 

ST MARY’S CHURCH WETHERDEN 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH WETHERDEN IS HOLDING A VIGIL FOR 
 WORLD PEACE IN THE CHURCH ON: 

 
 SATURDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2024 

 
 FROM 2.00PM TO 4.00PM. 

 
This is the date of the second anniversary of the Russian invasion of Ukraine and 
is an opportunity to remember too the other areas of the world which have since 

become embroiled in conflict. 
 

This is not a formal service. It is an opportunity to sit quietly for as long or as short 
a period as you like, to reflect on areas in the world where there is war.  To 

remember the devastation and suffering and to pray for peace and reconciliation. 
Everyone, regardless of nationality or faith, will be welcome. 

mailto:rachel.eburne@midsuffolk.gov.uk
mailto:sarah.mansel@midsuffolk.gov.uk
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WETHERDEN  VILLAGE HALL  
  
There were six and a half tables in play 
at our Whist Drive held on Friday 
12

th
 January. Holding the Whist Drives in 

the afternoons now seems to be very 
popular,  and  everyone seemed to 
enjoy the afternoon a great “deal!” 
  
Our next Whist  Drive will be held on 
Friday 9

th
 February  at 2pm. Why 

not   stay ahead of the pack, and come 
along????  You  will be sure of a 
warm welcome!  
 

HAUGHLEY UNITED 

 FOOTBALL CLUB 

 

HOME FIXTURES FOR  

FEBRUARY 2024 

 

HOME GAMES 

 ALL KICK OFF AT 2.30pm 

 
February: 
 
3rd    no game at Haughley  
10th  1st team  v  Old Newton  
17th  1st team  v  Stowupland  
24th  1st team  v  Copelstonians  
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Are you over 70 and living in Haughley? 
Looking for an opportunity to meet new people  

or catch up with old Haughley friends? 
 
We are planning an Afternoon Tea Party with entertainment in August for 30-40 
people. It is a trial relaunch of the Haughley Evergreens, a club for older people, 
which folded in about 2011. 
 
The initiative is being driven by Haughley WI as part of our move to become more 
involved in the wider community. The event is supported by a grant from Haughley 
Parish Council, fundraising by the WI and others, and a token ticket price. 
 
Our first fundraising event is an ABBA night with 60s and 70s music on Saturday 
13

th
 April in the Village Hall (see the separate advert elsewhere in this newsletter).  

 
If the summer tea party is successful and we can generate enough funding we will 
also arrange a Christmas lunch. More information will be available next month, so 
… watch this space! 
 
Julia Brook, 
President of Haughley WI 
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Haughley Playing Field and Pavilion News 
King George’s Field, Haughley charity No. 193471 

 
Our Tuesday Coffee Mornings will start again 6

th
 February 2024. 11am-1pm.  

2
nd

 December Christmas Lights Switch on Raffle, 50/50 draw – Thank you to 
those that braved the cold to support us and the event. It certainly was an 
exceptionally cold day causing our hot mulled wine to chill within seconds of 
serving it. We really appreciate all those that bought draw tickets to support the 
ongoing maintenance of the playing field and facilities. We raised approximately 
£500 between the grand draw raffle and the Mulled wine.  Please see separate list 
of winners of the raffle and the 50/50 draw. 
  
50/50 Draw 2024 – Again my thanks to those that have already renewed their 
numbers for 2024. If you have not already done so, please do consider renewing it 
in time for the March draw which will be held on the 19

th
 March 24 just before the 

Parish Council meeting. If you would like to join our 50/50 draw, please get in 
touch. All proceeds go toward the upkeep of the playing field and facilities. 
 
Play Equipment. We are currently looking into the costs of some necessary 
repairs to the play equipment. A few pieces have had to be removed for safety 
purposes and we will get these replaced as soon as we are able.  
 
The new bins are in the process of being installed and I think you will agree 
the playing field is looking in good shape. Our next committee meeting is Tuesday 
6

th
 February. We will be discussing fund raising events as well as the ongoing 

needs of the field and facilities and how best to meet them. 
 
Upcoming events  
Annual Quiz night 27

th
 January 2024 to book a table contact Thirza Shaw 

07786375441 trtinker@aol.com 
Karaoke Football club 24th February for further details contact Colin Drewery 
07708062435 
Greyhound Race night 27

th
 April 2024 to book a ticket £8 including a buffet, 

contact Caroline on 07495 752402. 
 
Advertising board at the entrance to the Ron Crascall pavilion. If you would 
like to advertise your business, please contact us via the parish clerk. 
Clerk@haughleypc.co.uk. The charge will be £250 a year for an A5 size 
advert and the money raised will help the upkeep and general maintenance of the 
playing field and equipment.  
 
Clubs and Regular activities at the Playing Field & Pavilion 
Weekly Coffee morning Tuesdays 11am -1pm. 
Salcerbox – Sally Sally Faiers sally.faiers@outlook.com 07907115259 
Mondays 6.30 – 7.30pm 
Yoga – Bethany serenityyogabethany@outlook.com Wednesdays 9.30-10.30am 
Upstairs function room. 

mailto:trtinker@aol.com
mailto:Clerk@haughleypc.co.uk
mailto:sally.faiers@outlook.com
mailto:serenityyogabethany@outlook.com
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Bingo Every second Tuesday of the month, 7pm for 7.30pm eyes down. The 
next few dates are 13

th
 February, 12

th
 March, 9

th
 April, 14

th
 May. 

Royal British Legion meet every second Thursday at the Pavilion.  
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Carly Banthorpe 07976294616 or Richard Stacy 
01449 673311.  
HUFC –Senior football contact – Lee Forsdyke 07472902302  
Haughley Youth Football contact – Carly Banthorpe 07976294616 
Bowls Indoor or Outdoor - contact Peter Mead 07845068679 
There are three rooms for hire at the Pavilion  
 Upstairs Function room –Thirza Shaw – trtinker@aol.com or 07786 375441 
 Haughley Football club bar room – Ian Wilkinson 01449 773399 or Lee 

Forsdyke 07472902302  
 Scouts Hall or folding table & chairs – Richard Stacy 01449 673311.  
 
SHOPPING ONLINE - THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT US WITH 
NO COST TO YOU.  
 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kinggeorgefldhaughley/  
Or go to www.easyfundraising.org.uk  and select King George’s Field, Haughley 
as your chosen charity.  
 
Thirza Shaw, Chairman & 50/50 Club Administrator, Email trtinker@aol.com 
Phone 07786375441  
 

Dogs are welcome at the playing field, however, please keep them 

on their leads and pick up your dog’s poo. 

mailto:trtinker@aol.com
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kinggeorgefldhaughley/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
mailto:trtinker@aol.com
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WINNERS OF HAUGHLEY CHURCH’S  
MONTHLY £40 DRAW 

 
Laurie Reekie and Barbara Willsher 

 
The £40 draw is held in the last week of each month. 

Phone 774657 if you would like a ticket:  
£15 for the whole year. 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY HAUGHLY AND WETHERDEN  
 
Thank you so much to everyone who helped to raise £1275 for the Society through 
various activities over the Christmas period. This is the most we have ever raised! 
The details are:  
 
  £ 220  November Coffee Morning      
  £ 260   Christingle services at Haughley and Wetherden   
  £ 590  Collections from Home Boxes 
  £ 179  Sale of Christmas Cards 
  £   26   Donations 
 
If you would like to know more about the work of the Society or would like to 
support its activities, by having a home box, even a handful of small change, (the 
cost of a cup of coffee) every week can make a difference, then please do get in 
touch with me. 
  
The increases in the costs of living over the past year have put huge pressure on 
children and family life. Working alongside young people, their families and 
communities, the Society works tirelessly step-by-step, to enable all children, 
regardless of nationality or faith, to enjoy their childhood. It offers a vital lifeline to 
children and young people both practically and emotionally. The Society stands 
alongside children helping them to hold on to hope and making sure they get the 
help they need to give themselves a future they can look forward to.  
 
On behalf of all the children who were helped last year by the Society to get their 
lives back on track and all those who will be helped in 2024, a very, very big 
“Thank You”. 
  
I add my own heartfelt thanks to all who have so generously supported the 
Society.  
 
Elizabeth Elbourne    
Hon. Local Secretary of the Children’s Society 
Tel: 01359 245118 
E mail: lizhel44@gmail.com  
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Chairman: Mr Tim Hart 
Vice Chair: Mrs M Buttle 
Secretary:  
Email: acsargent48@gmail.com  

 
 
Do you know of a veteran in the Haughley area who needs our help? We provide 
lifelong support for the Armed Forces community - serving men and women, 
veterans, and their families. If so please get in touch via our website or via the 
email above. 
 
Our socials take place at Haughley Football Club from 7.45pm on the SECOND 
Thursday of EVERY month.  
Come along and say hello. 
 

To view our full calendar of events go to our website: 
 

www.britishlegion.org/branches/Haughley    
Or search Haughley Royal British Legion 

 
www.thehaughleywarmemorial.wordpress.com  

 

 

TREES FOR PARISHES 
 
With the aim to get 30% of land managed for wildlife by 2030, Mid Suffolk District 
Council has a programme of providing free trees, hedging and wildflower seeds 
that any parish or community group can take advantage of for use on public land.  
In order to improve tree cover across the whole district, the Council has also 
launched a “Call for Sites for Nature” asking anyone with a piece of land that can 
be used for trees to contact the Council on 
 

 biodiversity@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk 
 
In Haughley, the Biodiversity and Wildlife Conservation Committee (a Committee 
of the Parish Council) is looking at where more trees can be planted in the parish.  
A recent project has been the planting of trees along St Mary’s Avenue and 
Fishponds Way.  A previous project was planting the Community Orchard next to 
the Allotments. 
 
Do you know of any places where you think more trees should be planted – a 
piece of land you think could be enhanced, wherever it is?  If so, please contact  
the clerk (clerk@haughleypc.co.uk ) and we will see what we can do. 
 

mailto:acsargent48@gmail.com
http://www.britishlegion.org/branches/Haughley
http://www.thehaughleywarmemorial.wordpress.com
mailto:clerk@haughleypc.co.uk
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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
December meeting 
 C Cllr Andrew Stringer referred to SCC’s additional £10m investment in resurfacing 
urban and residential roads.  Considerable road has been (and continues to be) 
undertaken following storms and flooding.  SCC adult social services were 
inspected by the Care Quality Commission (CQC) and the judgement is that 
services are good with strengths in safeguarding. 
D Cllr Rachel Eburne referred to the Cosy Homes initiative with a £2 million fund to 
support   energy efficiency measures in homes, including if privately rented.  MSDC 
is consulting on a scheme to support improving the energy efficiency of listed 
buildings.   
The Council considered and agreed comments relating to a planning application at 
Old Hall Farm, Haughley Green. Results from recent traffic counts were noted with 
the request that the data be forwarded to SCC Highways.  Information on the 
planned upgrade of Haughley Railway Junction was received. 
Various applications for grant funding were considered.  The proposed budget for 
2024-25 was considered and agreed.  The Council received financial reports and 
agreed payments.   The Council considered and agreed responses to items of 
correspondence, including from residents within the Parish. 
 
Xmas Tree Lights Switch on Event.  The Council thanks all those involved 
with the event, not least those that erected and decorated the tree and again 
following wind damage. 
 
January meeting 
C Cllr Andrew Stringer reported on SCC Budget which is proving to be difficult and 
expected to result in the closure to two record offices (Bury St Edmunds and 
Lowestoft) and less support for those not in education training etc.  Work continues 
as a result of recent flooding continues.  
D Cllr Rachel Eburne.  MSDC looking at Council Tax on empty properties to 
incentivise bringing more homes back into use.  Following agreement for Part 1 of 
the Joint Local Plan, there is a current Call for Sites to support proposals for Part 2 
of the Joint Local Plan. 
The Council considered and agreed comments relating to variations to a planning 
permission close to The Stag Café.  Work continues to revise the Haughley 
Neighbourhood Plan, including a number of supporting documents.  Dates for 
community litter picks were proposed for Saturdays 16 March, 11 May and 12 
October. 
The Council received financial reports and agreed various payments.  Reports and 
information were received from the Clerk and Councillors.  Received 
correspondence was considered and responses agreed.  
       
Currently, there are two vacancies on Haughley Parish Council.  If you would like to 
know more about becoming a Parish Councillor, please refer to the Clerk or the 
Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
Minutes of meetings of the Haughley Parish Council are published on the Council 
website. 
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STOWMARKET WILDLIFE GROUP  -  SUFFOLK WILDLIFE TRUST 
 

APRIL 2024 
Wednesday 24 April, 7.30pm – RSPB MINSMERE PAST AND 

PRESENT and why it is so special.   A talk by David Staff 
Village Hall, Stowupland, IP14 4BQ   Admission £3.00.  
David is a Guide at the flagship RSPB reserve at Minsmere. His talk will trace the 
history of the site from the earliest records, through its transformation from wartime 
defence against invasion to become a world-class nature reserve. He will talk 
about the land, the varied habitats and the wide range of species it now supports. 
For the future, David will talk about how Minsmere may withstand the pressures of 
climate change and land usage and continue to improve. 
JUNE 2024 
Wednesday 26 June, 7.30pm – WILDLIFE IN OUR GARDENS. 
A talk by Geoff Abbott:  Village Hall, Stowupland, IP14 4BQ   Admission £3.00.  
Our gardens can be home to a huge variety of interesting and attractive creatures; 
birds, insects and many others. They are especially important to many of the 
pollinating insects, now that many wild flowers are so depleted in the countryside. 
This talk will introduce us to many of them, and discuss ways in which we can 
attract more. 
SEPTEMBER 2024 
Wednesday 25 September, 7.30pm – THE WORLD LAND TRUST  
A talk by Dan Bradbury:   Stowmarket Football Club, Bury Road, Stowmarket, 
Suffolk, IP14 1JQ   Admission £3.00.  
Saving Land Saving Species - Suffolk based charity World Land Trust will take you 
on inspiring journey as we endeavour to safeguard precious ecosystems around 
the world. We talk about how we confront habitat loss, and help local people across 
the world protect and restore their land to safeguard biodiversity and the climate. 
Dan is the Director of Brand and Communications for the World Land Trust. His 
presentation will include slides, with lots of images and videos which will also 
include World Land Trust Patrons who are Sir Daivd Attenborough, Steve 
Backshall, Chris Packham and David Gower. 
NOVEMBER 2024 
Wednesday 27 November, 7.30pm – BATS IN SUFFOLK with  
A talk by Anne and Dennis Kell 
Stowmarket Football Club, Bury Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 1JQ 
Admission £3.00.  
Anne and Dennis are retired teachers with a lifelong interest in wildlife. They have 
been members of the Suffolk Bat Group since the 1980s and have also been 
licensed bat workers with Natural England. Their presentation will introduce the 
audience to the world of bats and talk a little more about their ecology and life 
styles in the UK, especially in Suffolk. They will also try to show some of the 
activities in which the Suffolk Bat Group has been involved, including surveys that 
anyone can join in. 

Arrangements may change. 
Please check the Suffolk Wildlife Trust website at www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/

events for updated information about these events. 
CONTACT 
Heather Salmon - 07722 871205  heathersalmon50@gmail.com 
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PARISH CHURCH SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2024 

Benefice of Haughley with Wetherden and Stowupland 

 
 

 

Service at Mere View/Thompson Court 

 

Monday 12th February   ---   Songs of Praise at 2.00 pm 

In the Lounge at Mere View, Thompson Close, Haughley. 

FEBRUARY Haughley Wetherden Stowupland 

Sunday 4
th

 11.00 am 
Sunday Praise 

11.00 am 
Morning Worship 

9.30 am 
Parish 

 Communion 
      Sunday 11th         11.00 am 

Parish  
Communion 
 Followed by 

Blessing of Bench 
in memory of        
Pip Jackson 

11.00 am 
Sunday Praise 

9.30 am 
Worship for All 

Tuesday 13
th

 5.00 pm 
Pizza 

    

Wednesday 14
th

 10.30 am 
Benefice Ash Wednesday Service at 

Wetherden 
Sunday 18

th
 11.00 am 

URC Anglican 
Service 

11.00 am 
Worship for All 

9.30 am 
Morning Worship 

Tuesday 20
th

 9 p.m. 
Benefice Compline Service at Wetherden. 

Saturday 24
th

 2.00 pm to 4.00pm 
Vigil of quiet reflection and prayer for 2

nd
 anniversary of War 

in Ukraine and victims of conflict in Israel and Gaza.  All are 
welcome to join us during this period. 

Sunday 25
th

 No Service 
All welcome at 

Wetherden 

11.00 am 
Parish  

Communion 

4.00 pm 
Evening Service 
(note change of 

time) 

Tuesday 27
th

 9 p.m. 
Benefice Compline Service at Wetherden.  All are welcome 
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HAUGHLEY PLAYING FIELD BOWLS CLUB 
 
The weather of late has not helped as we still have lots of work to 
complete before the new season starts in April. We are hoping our 
new changing area will be up and ready to use before too long and 
also our waste area will be looking a great deal better. We have 

working parties on a Tuesday and Saturday mornings so if you feel you can help 
there is always a cup of tea and friendly banter for you to enjoy. 
 
We have managed to introduce a few more members to try the Carpet Bowls in 
the function Room on Monday afternoons from 2.00pm onwards. There is always 
room for anyone who would like to join in and again there will be plenty of help for 
you to experience the art of bowling. 
 
We are holding a Greyhound Race Night on Saturday 27

th
 April in the Function 

room at the Pavilion. This is a joint fund raising event with the Playing Field 
Committee and tickets are only £6 which includes a buffet. If you would like tickets 
then please phone Caroline on 07495 752402. This is always a fun evening so 
don’t delay, get your tickets straightaway. 
 
If you feel you would like to have a try at our game of bowls then please contact 
Peter Mead on 07845 068679 for details.  There is no membership fee for your 
first year if you have not played before and all the equipment will be supplied.  
You can also join as a social member (£5 per year) which allows you to play 
carpet bowls, attend all our social events and use our bar.  We are a really friendly 
club and you will not regret give us a look. 
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I’ve built up a bit of debt and I am panicking. Even 
though I cut back, Christmas was expensive, my rent 
has gone up and my paycheque just doesn’t stretch 
as far as it used to. I’m doing everything I can but it’s 
not enough - what can I do? 
 

First of all it’s important to know you’re not alone in finding things difficult and, 
crucially, there’s support available. 
 
You say you’ve built up a bit of debt. The first step is to collect all the information 
you have about your debts. This might include contracts, bills and statements. 
 
Next, make a list of your debts and write down the details of each. This could 
include whom you owe the money to (this person/company is your ‘creditor’); 
when you first missed a payment; and how much you now owe. You’ll also need to 
make a note of your account or reference number and what steps the creditor has 
taken to get the money back, eg. sending you letters. 
 
It might feel overwhelming when you see all of your debts written down - but try 
not to worry, the important thing is that you're sorting them out. 
 
If you’re behind on household bills, prioritise paying your rent or mortgage, plus 
energy bills and Council Tax first. Not paying these bills has the most serious 
consequences. You should speak to the person or company you owe money to, to 
see if there are any manageable steps you can take to start reducing your debt. 
 
Once you’ve got these debts under control, you should look at any other debts like 
credit card or store card debts, payday loans or missed Buy Now Pay Later 
payments. While you’re looking at the money going out, do remember to consider 
money that could be coming in. It’s always worth checking if there are any benefits 
that you’re eligible for, including support with your energy costs and living costs. 
 
There’s a benefits calculator, advice on how to reduce living costs and information 
on other ways to increase your income on the National Citizens Advice website at 
citizensadvice.org.uk  
 
There’s also emergency support that you may be able to access locally, such as a 
food bank, local welfare support or fuel vouchers. We know that times are 
incredibly tough but please remember, you don’t have to face this alone. 
 
Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide in depth advice on this issue and much 
more, including debt, finances, employment, benefits and family/relationships.  
You can contact them by phone on 01449 676060, visit in person at Milton House, 
5 Milton Road South, Stowmarket IP14 1EZ or use the contact form at 
midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us. Opening hours are Monday-Thursday 9.30am – 
3.30pm and Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm. 
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ELMSWELL HISTORY GROUP                                       
Our January meeting featured three short talks of members’ own research.  The 
first of these was Peter McGee’s Hidden History of the Ickworth Estate which 
included discovery of a Tudor manor house, earthworks and dam on the river, and 
a medieval village, all of which had recently been unearthed by using LIDAR (Light 
Detection And Ranging) technology and drone footage.   Tantalisingly, there is still 
a lost parsonage to be found.   
    
The second talk was Dot Marsden’s Suffolk Workhouses & Stow Lodge where Dot 
had worked as Matron in the 1980s.   She detailed the start of the workhouse 
movement from the 14

th
 century, then Stow Lodge becoming a hospital until it 

finally closed in 2000.   Many children were born in the workhouse and some lived 
there all their lives.    The original workhouse clock is still at the Stow Lodge Centre 
(where you may have been for physiotherapy treatment), and other artefacts are 
now housed in Stowmarket’s Food Museum (formerly M.E.A.L.).  There is still a 
nearby paupers’ graveyard which can be visited as it has never been built on to 
this day.  

 
The third talk was by Sylvie Marshall about The Fens which, 
astoundingly, cover a total of 1,306 square miles across several 
eastern counties.   She detailed the lives of the isolated and feisty 
Fenlander communities and how this has changed for the better 
over time.  The National Trust’s Cambridgeshire Wicken Fen is now 
a Site of Special Scientific Interest (S.S.S.I.) and includes a row of 
fenman’s cottages to view.   In 2001 the Great Fen Project was 
started to return areas to the former wetland with all its associated 
wildlife diversity.   For anyone wanting to know much more, visit the 
excellent Ely Museum or read a recommended library book 

“Imperial Mud: The Fight for the Fens” by historian James Boyce. 
 
Our next meeting on 8

th
 February, 7.30pm at the Wesley (IP30 9EE), will feature 

local artisan Rick Lewis who will enlighten us on “Medieval Carpentry in Rural 
Suffolk”. Rick has 35 years’ experience of 
working on Suffolk’s timber-framed buildings, 
and will give us an all-encompassing talk on this 
craft of the 14

th
 and 15

th
 centuries.  By looking at 

illustrations in Books of Hours and ancient 
woodcuts, Rick has deduced how the craftsmen 
of the time could hew and shape the timber with very simple tools, but the best of 
these workmen would have had an excellent understanding of geometry.   Rick has 
been involved with work at West Stow Anglo-Saxon village and Sutton Hoo, so do 
join us to find out more about his ancient craft.  
 

For further information about our History Group, please visit our website –

www.elmswell-history.org.uk  – or contact our Secretary, on 01359-242601 

http://www.elmswell-history.org.uk
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I Corinthians 13: 4-7 
 
4
Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or conceited or proud; 

5
love is not ill-

mannered or selfish or irritable; love does not keep a record of wrongs; 
6
love is not 

happy with evil, but is happy with the truth. 
7
Love never gives up; and its faith, 

hope, and patience never fail. 
 
You could say that February is the month of love with February 14

th
 St. Valentine’s 

Day. But who was the saint who  is this day is named after? The history of 
Valentine's Day and its patron saint is shrouded in mystery if fact it is thought that it 
could at least be three men!   
 
St. Valentine's Day, as we know it today, contains a mixture of both Christian and 
ancient Roman traditions. Today, the Roman Catholic Church recognizes at least 
three different saints named Valentine all of whom were martyred, and parts of their 
bodies seem to be in many different Churches around the world.  
 
One legend says that Valentine was a priest who served during the third century in 
Rome. When Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers 
than those with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young men, his crop 
of potential soldiers. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius 
and continued to perform marriages for young lovers in secret. When Valentine's 
actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death.  
 
Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been killed for attempting to help 
Christians escape harsh Roman prisons where they were often beaten and 
tortured. 
 
According to one legend, Valentine actually sent the first 'valentine' greeting 
himself. While in prison, it is believed that Valentine fell in love with a young lady 
who may have been his jailor's daughter, who visited him during his imprisonment. 
Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote her a letter, which he signed 'From your 
Valentine,' which is how many cards are still signed today. The truth behind the 
Valentine legends are murky, the stories certainly emphasize his appeal as a 
sympathetic, heroic, and even a romantic figure, by the Middle Ages, Valentine was 
one of the most popular saints in England and France. 
 
However we view the stories of St Valentine, the stories all have the common 
theme of sacrifice and love running through them. This reminds us of the narrative 
of Christ’s journey to the cross, the love of God to send his Son to be sacrificed for 
us on the Cross. God has intervened throughout human history, and this was the 
greatest.  
 
As a human race God has given us freewill to do and think what we want, but God 
is always there guiding and sustaining. God shows this and his Love by the 
sacrifice of his Son, just as St Valentine was prepared to sacrifice himself for the 
love of others, truly living in the way of Christ.  
 
Yours  
Robert.     
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Dear Friends:    
 
What is a parish church for?  
 
The answer to that depends on who you ask because, for centuries, your church 
has stood in your village, serving the local community in very different ways. 
 
We have welcomed babies and adults for baptism, and their names are forever 
written into our baptism registers.  Children have always been an important part of 
our church life, and our churches in the benefice have been home to groups both 
on Sundays and during the week. Folks often comment that children are the church 
of the future, to which I reply that they are the church of now. If you have children, 
however old, you are welcome to join in  
 
We have shared the joy of couples coming for marriage, imagine how much confetti 
has been thrown on the paths throughout the years! Couples have stood at the 
chancel steps and made their vows before God. Some come back and join us on a 
Sunday.  
 
Of course, we have been there for the difficult moments in life, including the final 
ones, as we conduct funerals both in church and at the local crematorium, and our 
churchyards are a memorial to the centuries of people we remember. We hold a 
special service once a year for all those who want to come and give thanks to a 
loved one who is no longer with us.  
 
We welcome visitors all the time, especially at our seasonal services. This 
Christmas gone, I shook the hands of hundreds of different people. If this is you, it 
was great to meet you.  
 
The fact is that the parish church has been at the centre of your village for a long 
time, and those of us who serve that church are merely custodians of that sacred 
building, me included.  This year, we will be focussing on making our buildings 
more accessible than ever and being open as much as possible so that you can 
visit outside of service times as well, for some quiet and maybe a prayer.  
 
It saddens me to know that there are people in our villages who do not think the 
church is for them. However you choose to use your parish church, just know one 
thing .. we are here for everybody and you are welcome.  
 
Rev Paul  

REMEMBER ….. 
 

THE DEADLINE FOR THE  MARCH ISSUE IS: 
WEDNESDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 

 
Submit  to:  

  The Editor,  Oulton Cottage, The Folly, Haughley 
Or  (preferably) by email:  haughleynews@btinternet.com 
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Stowmarket and District Camera Club 
 
December 11

th
 2023.  Images were submitted for the Ray Giffin 

Trophy competition on ‘Nature’.  As always, the standard was 
incredibly high with Kevin Williams BPE3 CPAGB having the task 
of judging the entries and deciding on the 
overall winner. 
We had a fantastic array of subjects and 
photographic techniques. After positive 
critique from our judge, Perry Andrews 
was awarded first place with his 

‘Incoming’.  Clive Hayward achieved 
second place with ‘Busy Bees and 
Ryan Wright achieving third with ‘One 

by One’. Congratulations to the winners and well done to 
all entrants. 

For further dates and information please see our website  
 www.stowmarketanddistrictcameraclub.onesuffolk.net  

 
New members are very welcomed. You do not have to be an 'Expert 

Photographer’ all you need is a camera – any camera and a real interest in using 
it. Our members use DSLRs, mirrorless, compacts and bridge cameras. If you are 
interested in becoming a member, please email Stowmarketcc@outlook.com or 
visit our website. 

Busy Bee,  
Clive Hayward 

Incoming!  
 Perry Andrews 

http://www.stowmarketanddistrictcameraclub.onesuffolk.net
mailto:Stowmarketcc@outlook.com
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This advert has been deliberately inserted sideways 
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DIRECTORY 

PLACES OF WORSHIP 
Parish Churches of Haughley and 
Wetherden 
Rev Paul Clarke:    
revpaulclarke@me.com 
Tel:07903 452010 
Haughley Ch Warden: Dr J Gibson  
Wetherden Ch Wardens: Ann Cooke 
& Elizabeth Elbourne 
The Baptist Church Wetherden 
Minister: Hugh Davis: 01359 242435 
Secretary: J W Rushbrook:  
01359-240118 
United Reformed Church, 
Stowmarket 
The Revd Robert Sheard 
Secretary: Anne Scarff: 
 01449  774792 
annescarff11356@btinternet.com 
Roman Catholic Church of Our 
Lady, Stowmarket 
Fr. Simon Leworthy 01449 612946 
PARISH AND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
Haughley Parish Council 
Chairman: Gerald Brown 
Gerald.brown@haughleypc.co.uk 
M: 07969 654520 
Clerk: Claire Pizzey, 
clerk@haughleypc.co.uk 
Wetherden Parish Council 
Chairman: Cllr Duncan Perry, 
email duncp@live.co.uk  
Clerk: Christine Mason: 07545783987 
wetherdenparishclerk@gmail.com 
District Cllr: Rachel Eburne: 
01449-673311 
Member of Parliament 
Jo Churchill: 0207 2198487 
DOCTORS, SCHOOLS,  &  
ESSENTIAL SERVICES 
Citizens Advice Bureau:  
01449 676060 
Haughley Post Office: 
01449 676789 
Health Centre, Stowmarket  
01449-776000 
 

Health Centre, Woolpit : 
01359-240298 
Health Centre, Mendlesham
(Chapel Rd):01449 767722 
 
Bacton Manor Farm Surgery: 
01449-781777 
Combs Ford Surgery, Stowmarket 
01449-678333 
Haughley Crawfords VCP School 
01449-673253 
Stowupland High School: 
01449-674827 
Haughley Pre School Playgroup: 
07880 738781 
Anglian Water: 03457-145-145 
British Gas: 0845-609-1122 
UK Power Networks: 0800 31 63 
105 (power cuts) 
Refuse Collection: 0845 606 6067 
Police – Safer Neighbourhoods 
Team 01284-774100 or email : 
Midsuffsouth.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 
or if urgent & you need immediate 
assistance dial 999 
Wetherden Street lighting: 
0800 591055 
HALL BOOKINGS 
Haughley Village Hall: 
Lyn Allum 07837 953266 or email: 
lynnallum@hotmail.com 
Maxwell Charnley Community 
Room: booking: 01449 676789      
Ron Crascall Pavilion: 
Thirza Shaw:  trtinker@aol.com  
or 07786 375441 
Haughley Scout Hut: 
Richard Stacy 01449 673311 
Wetherden Village Hall: 
Keith Watts 07528 065250 
wetherdenvillagehall@gmail.com or  
www.wetherdenvillagehall.com 
 

mailto:duncp@live.co.uk
javascript:handleMailto('mailto:midsuffsouth.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk');return%20false;
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LOCAL VOLUNTARY CLUBS &  
ORGANISATIONS 
Bellringers Haughley - practice 1

st
 

Mon evening in month 
Richard Coe: 07913 588914 
Bellringers Wetherden - practice 
Tues evening at church: 
Basil Hart: 07894555348 
Email: MrBHart@hotmail.com 
Bowls Club - at George V Playing 
Field Haughley: 
Tony Offord  07766 216926 
Choir Haughley -  Thurs evening:  
Janet Sheldrake 01449 737247 
Mid Suffolk Folk Dance Group: 
Ron Coxall Hall 01449 672658  
Thursdays Haughley Village Hall  
Thursdays 7.30 Wetherden Village 
Hall, Margaret/John Doy 01473 
742015 
H.A.T.S. Haughley Amateur  
 Theatrical Society: 
Lindsey Philpot: 01449 675703 or 
Lynne Mahon: 01449 674085 
Haughley Art and Crafts: 

Julia Brook: 01449 763994 
Haughley Parish in Bloom:(HPIB) 
Alison Pepper: 07714 415148 
alison.pepper@haughleypc.co.uk 
Yvonne Tricker: 07415 230088 
yvonne.tricker@haughleypc.co.uk 
Haughley Football Club: 
Ian Wilkinson 01449 773399 
or Lee Forsdyke 07472 902302 

Haughley History & Parish Archive: 
Kieron Palmer: 07583081797 

Haughley IT Squad: 
haughleyhitsquad@gmail.com 
Haughley Hoofers Clog Dancers:  
practice Sunday 7.30 at Village Hall, 
Gill Brett:  01449-673518 
Haughley Royal British Legion: 
Branch Chairman: 
Tim Hart 01449 613680 
Haughley and Wetherden  
  Twinning  Association:  
Chairman, Roger Tricker 
01359 242904 
Email: roger@tricker.co.uk 

Wetherden Baby & Toddler Group 
Sarah Chukwu: 01449 674101 
slchukwu37@gmail.com 
 
1

st
 Wetherden & Haughley Scout 

Group: Group Scout Leader: 
Catherine Winter 01449 781372  
  catherine.winter@outlook.com 
Wetherden FC - Jonathan Lewis 
(Manager)  01449-678234 or Trudy 
Hooper (Secretary): 01842-754170 
Wetherden History Group: 
Pat Tuffin 01359 240396. 
Wetherden Table Tennis Club: 
Dawn Gibson   01359 240 259 
Wetherden Tennis Club: 
Sonia Jewers: 07900 272877 
wetherdentc@gmail.com, or  
Graham Hughes: 07807 553943 
Whist Drive - monthly, Wetherden 
Village Hall: 
James Rand 07972 633518 
WI Haughley - 1

st
 Wed in month, 

7.30pm, in Haughley Village Hall: 
Jane Thompson: 01449 677079 
HAUGHLEY & WETHERDEN 
 PARISH NEWS 
Editorial/Advertising Copy: Anne 
Ardley 01449 678040 or email:  
haughleynews@btinternet.com 
Copy Assistant:Elizabeth Ardley-
Walker 
Treasurer– David Bryant 
Printing - Digital Copy Centre 
01449 678100  

All details correct at time of 

 printing. 

 Please inform Editor of any  

changes ASAP. 

mailto:alison.pepper@haughleypc.co.uk
mailto:yvonne.tricker@haughleypc.co.uk
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DISTRIBUTION & DELIVERY 
 
We aim to deliver your copy to your 
door by the 1st of the month in all 
weathers. Occasionally we experience 
circumstances which delay printing 
and delivery.  If you haven’t received 
your copy by the 2nd of the month, 
please contact: 

 David Bryant on: 
01449 774657 or email 

dlbryant@btinternet.com. 
 
Due to the nature of the Parish News 
we are unable to publish ‘letters to the 
Editor’ and whilst we take every care 
in ensuring that all the information 
supplied by the deadline is included, 
we take no responsibility for the 
content of articles. All adverts are 
placed in good faith and the H&WPN 
cannot be held responsible for any work 
carried out.   

Would you like to  

advertise  

 your business? 
 

For advertising rates 

 contact Anne :  

01449 678040 or 

haughleynews@btinternet.com 
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