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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
held Wednesday 19th June 2018 at the Ron Crascall Pavilion, Haughley 
 
 

  ACTION 
 PRESENT:  

Cllrs A Hannan (chairman), G Brown, (Acting Proper Officer), Mrs. S Crossman, R Dawson, 
D Edginton, M Gilson, Mrs. Y Hannan. Mrs. T Shaw, R Tricker, Mrs. A Warren, I White 
(Acting Responsible Finance Officer) 
C Cllr A Stringer, D Cllr R Eburne and 4 members of the public  
 

 

1 APOLOGIES for late arrival were received from Cllrs Warren (arrived 7.03) and White 
(arrived 7.11) 
C Cllr advised that he would arrive late due to Council meeting. 
                                                                                                                     Cllr Warren arrived 
 

 

2 COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST in any item on the Agenda - None 
 

 

3 DISPENSATIONS    
None                                                                                                  
 

 

4 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 16TH MAY 2018 
Having been proposed and seconded, Councillors confirmed the minutes at Appendix 1 
as a true record. 
 

 

5 PUBLIC FORUM 
A resident from Haughley Green spoke opposing a planning application to be considered 
at this meeting (DC/18/2457).  It would impact on adjoining and nearby properties, 
including listed buildings.  It would break the linear effect of Haughley Green.  He 
recommended that a wildlife impact survey be undertaken.  Work was undertaken on 
the property shortly before this application following an extended period with little 
activity noted.  It would split the unity of New Bells Farm and New Bells Cottage which 
have an historic interest – Soil Association heritage.  Concerns were expressed for 
drainage, both foul and storm water; difficulty of linking to main foul system.  Little 
detail of proposals had been provided on plans submitted.  

Cllr White arrived 
Another Haughley Green resident said that he understood that the Soil Association 
established the first “organic field” in the County if not the World, being located in the 
area of this application; the application would have a huge effect on this heritage. 
 
A resident noted that the appendices for this meeting were not available on the website; 
the Chairman advised that they would be included with the minutes of the meeting 
 
A resident reported that a sign in Fishponds Way was disappearing with nettles and 
vegetation growth.  Cllr Gilson responded that volunteers had been cleaning signs and 
that it was proposed to cut vegetation in this area during the current week.   
 
A resident asked about the proposed Neighbourhood Plan having regard to the Parish 
Plan.  Cllr Shaw advised that a Neighbourhood Plan cannot prevent all development.  It 
was agreed that Cllr Crossman would explain the situation to the resident outside this 
meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SC 
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6 C Cllr ANDREW STRINGER’S REPORT 
A written report (appendix 2) had been received.  Further comment was deferred 
pending arrival of C Cllr Stringer. 
 

 

7 D Cllr RACHEL EBURNE’S REPORT 
A written report having been received (appendix 3), reference was made to the Vision 
for Prosperity Report, noting difficulties relating to sustainable transport, such as the 
need to make Fishponds Way more accessible.  Reference to the proposed Haughley 
Neighbourhood Plan.  A vote was due the following Thursday relating to Councillor 
(MSDC) allowances.  Proposals to redevelop the former MSDC offices in Needham 
Market.  Comments had been received concerning twp planning applications, with that 
one of the applications had been withdrawn.  Reference was made to the Waste Local 
Plan meeting held the previous Thursday. 
 

 

8 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
The Council considered the following Planning Applications and agreed Council 
comments and recommendations for submission to Mid Suffolk District Council 

a) DC/18/02331 - The Old Police Station 26 Old Street Haughley Stowmarket Suffolk 
IP14 3NX   - Discharge of Conditions for DC/18/00880 - Condition 3 (Materials).  The 
Council noted that this had been approved. 

b) DC/18/02357 - 48 Old Street Haughley Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3NX - Notification 
of works to Trees in a Conservation Area - T1 and T2 - Removal of canopy and 
reduction in height.  No objection. 

c) DC/18/02393 - The Vicarage The Folly Haughley Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 3NS - 
Notification of Works to Trees in a Conservation Area- Yew (T1) Reduce crown and 
prune; x2 Holly (T2 and T3) reduce height and prune.  No objection.  The Council 
noted that the Yew tree is close to the highway which may necessitate closure of a 
section of road for safety whilst the work is undertaken. 

d) DC/18/02457 - To The South Of New Bells Lane Haughley Suffolk - Outline Planning 
Application (All matters reserved) - Erection of detached dwelling.  The Council 
opposed this application, citing the heritage of the locality, recommending the 
need for scientific consideration, against the linear nature of Haughley Green, 
difficulties with provision of adequate drainage systems and the lack of detail 
provided to fully consider the application 

e) DC/18/2721 – Hill House.    No objection. 
f) DC/18/2755 – The Green.  Removal of sick apple tree.  No objection. 

C Cllr Stringer arrived 
D Cllr Eburne referred to a scoping opinion for the proposed Fishponds Way 
development; MSDC do not normally undertake a scoping survey for proposed 
developments with less than 1,000 homes.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APO 
 
 
 

6 C CLLR ANDREW STRINGER 
C Cllr Stringer had come straight from a Cabinet meeting which approved phasing-in the 
school transport proposals over a period of years.  He was considering if there was a 
case to call-in the decision.  Out of county costs had been incomplete.  Transport costs 
per pupil are not the same as per bus.  C Cllr Stringer expressed concern about upheaval 
on students and the possible affect on the quality of education.   
He advised that minutes of the meeting due to be held on 28 June would be taken. He 
referred to an affordable development in Cockfield – SCC is the third largest land owner 
in the County; Cockfield to have a significant input in the design of the proposed 
housing, road layout, etc.  SCC will receive more per site that they have at Chilton Fields, 
Stowmarket. 
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Lawn Farm Quarry – the Planning Enforcement Officer has identified clear breach of 
permissions which will allow reconsideration of the original conditions, to include a 
wheel wash and the use thereof, keeping to proper hours of working.  Site visit due 
towards end of June. 
A question was asked about the definition of reinstatement in relation to the bridge field 
paddock, there was a need to comply with an injunction by the coming Friday. 
Change of the Cabinet Committee to a Policy Development Panel – thought to be a 
looser arrangement perhaps to be set up to undertake a task and then finish. 
 

9 THE USE OF VAS EQUIPMENT IN STATION ROAD 
The Council received an oral report; the sign had been temporarily moved to Station Road 
and had been making a significant difference to speed in this area.  It had been relocated 
to Green Road whilst work on roadside trees was being undertaken.  It was proposed to 
site VAS again in Station Road.  It was proposed that additional VAS units should be 
acquired subject to available budget – they cost about £3000 each.  Developers for the 
Green Road Development had agreed to fund one VAS unit.  Siting must be temporary – 
up to six weeks at a site; there are two approved sites in Haughley Green and one in 
Haughley New Street.  The RFO agreed to provide an update on available funding for such 
capital works; use of CIL funds to be considered.  Cllr Tricker agreed to obtain a quotation 
for a new unit and the repair of another. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RFO 
 
RT 

10 REQUEST TO PURCHASE AN AREA OF COUNCIL LAND 
A request had been submitted to the Council for the purchase of an area of land thought 
to be owned by the Council.  Documentation identifies that the Council posted a Notice 
of Occupation, but no information relating to Land Registration for the area has been 
identified.  Cllrs Brown and Gilson agreed to consider matter with a former Parish 
Councillor.  The APO to consult Land Registry.  Does it form part of MSDC property or 
Highways? 

 
 
 
 
GB MG 
APO 
 

11 PARISH COUNCIL DUTIES FOR CHARITIES WITHIN THE PARISH  
Thought to relate to Playing Field only.  APO to investigate further 

 

 
APO 

12 GALLOWSFIELD WOOD 
The Council noted that Cllr Tricker is the Council’s representative on the committee.  The 
Chairman and APO attended a meeting with the management group and proposed to 
regularise the arrangement.  Geoffrey Kay had agreed to chair the committee; other 
committee members were to be confirmed.  Draft terms of reference were proposed 
and would be considered by the working party.  The Council is to agree policy a relating 
to use of Council owned property by commercial enterprises.  GK and AH considered a 
draft contract with a prospective commercial user.  Such use needs to be at no cost to 
the council.  RFO agreed to consult with the Council’s insurers on the affect on the 
Council insurance policy.  Commercial enterprises would need to provide evidence of 
appropriate insurance to APO, including public liability.  Register of committee 
membership to be maintained. 
Another user of Gallowsfield Wood has provided a copy of insurance policy; notification 
to the Council’s insurers.  Payment due per session.  Contract to be prepared and 
concluded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RFO 
 
 
 
 
RFO 
RS 

13 LITTER PICKING 
The Council considered the safety of the Parish Litter Picker collecting litter along 
Fishponds Way, particularly south of Fishponds Bridge.  The Council agreed that safety 
was paramount and recommended that the Litter Picker should limit such litter picking 
south of Fishponds Bridge to the footpath to the area with the right of way on top of the 
bank rather than clearing the bank from the highway.   The Litter Picker was in 
attendance. 
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14 NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
The Council received an oral update on the proposed Neighbourhood Watch scheme for 
Haughley.  Contact details for police relating with Neighbourhood Watch are on the 
Suffolk Neighbourhood Watch website.  Proposing to seek volunteers to re-establish 
Neighbourhood Watch in Haughley via the Village News; police wishing to reinvigorate 
Neighbourhood Watch.  A resident expressed concern at the village fete that users of 
the playing field may park in the Grainge Road area.  The Council agreed to liaise with 
Suffolk Neighbourhood Watch; local police support this proposal. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SC 

15 FINANCE 
Finance documents had been circulated prior to the meeting 

(a) Update on the Annual Audit.  This had been submitted as required; it had been very 
different to the previous year.  Email former Clerk to represent the PC on one specific 
matter for the audit and transfer the responsibility to the RFO. 
Playing field – working papers not available and not required for the audit; RFO 
recommended an internal audit thereon.  The Council adopted this recommendation. 

(b) Finance Report for May 2018  
(i) Bank reconciliation 

a. Budget to actual 
b. Receipts and payments since the last meeting 

(c) The Council authorised payments (BACS, SOs and cheque payments). 
(d) The Council had identified an error made in a salary and confirmed that the agreed 

sum to rectify should be paid.   
(e) The Council consider a dilapidated bench on The Green; Cllr Edginton agreed to 

obtain quotations.  Funding options would need to be considered.  It was agreed that 
two notice boards in the Parish needed replacement and others required 
maintenance.  These items may be appropriate expenditure under CIL.   

(f) The Council decided not to purchase an additional internet security programme as 
already in place.  

(g) Poorly growing tree on The Green – considered earlier in this meeting. 
(h) Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL); the Council received an initial Parish 

Infrastructure Investment Plan (PIIP) and agreed to publish it on website to seek 
input from Parishioners; use of other media also to be considered. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RFO 
DE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

APO 
MG to 
consider 
Facebook 

16 POLICIES 
The Council adopted the following policies: 

The Council’s Privacy Policy and Notice  
The Council’s Employee Privacy Notice 
Information available from Haughley Parish Council  
 

 

17 CORRESPONDECE 
The Acting Proper Officer had circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting a summary 
of correspondence received.  The Chairman had received an email from the Mayor of 
Noyelles Les Seclin and invited the Headteacher at the primary school to consider the 
proposals with the Mayor in conjunction with the Wetherden and Haughley Twinning 
Association.   
 

 

18 TREE MAINTENANCE ON THE CRICKET 
The Council considered a draft letter and instructed the Acting Proper Officer to submit 
the letter for inclusion in the Village News and the website. 
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19 DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS: 
Neighbourhood Pre-Submission Consultation in progress – published closing date 7th 
July.   
The next Parish Council Meeting to be held Wednesday 16th July 2018 - Venue: Green 
Room, Haughley Village Hall at 7.00pm 
 

 

 There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 8.58pm 
 

 

 
 
 

Signed  ………………………………..   
 
Date     ………………………………. 
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Appendix 2 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Overwhelming public opposition to Suffolk County Council’s school transport plans 

 
Leaked documents from Suffolk County Council show overwhelming public opposition to proposed school 
transport changes. Of the 3600 responses to Suffolk County Council’s home-to-school transport consultation, 
85% “strongly oppose” the proposals and a further 5% “oppose” them. This is the most responses received by 
a Consultation in recent years, and it is clear that parents, teachers and communities have very serious 
concerns about the proposals. 
 
The Cabinet is due to make a decision on changing the school transport policy today, Tuesday 19 June, and 
the conservative administration is backing option 2, I along with my Group, have opposed the proposed 
changes since they were first announced in September and we will continue to raise our concerns at the 
Cabinet meeting, as I firmly believe this will not deliver the savings needed, at the expense of educational 
attainment.  
 
 

New Council Leader elected  
 
Following a leadership challenge in the Conservative Group at the Council, Cllr Matthew Hicks has been 
elected as the new Leader of Suffolk County Council, replacing Cllr Colin Noble. His Deputy will be Cllr Mary 
Evans, the former Chair of Scrutiny.  
 
Cllr Hicks has promised a “new era” of politics at the Council, with a focus on mutual respect, collaboration 
and co-operation. We are hopeful that he will be more open to working with, and listening to, councillors 
from other parties.  
 
The first major change has been the removal of Cabinet Committees, which were only established in 
September 2017. They will be replaced by Policy Development Panels, although we do not currently have the 
full details on how these will operate. 
 
 
 

‘Outstanding’ schools in Suffolk have not had Ofsted inspections for years  
 
The National Audit Office has revealed that over 1600 schools in the UK have not been inspected by Ofsted 
for 6+ years. In Suffolk, 23 outstanding schools - almost half of those rated ‘outstanding’ – have not been 
inspected for at least 6 years. For 6 of these schools, their last inspection was over a decade ago. This means 
that whole cohorts of students have gone through school without a single Ofsted inspection. 
 

 

Parish Report June 2018 
 

Councillor  
Andrew Stringer (Upper Gipping) 

                                                                                                                   
 

‘Robin’ 
Blacksmith Road 
Cotton, Stowmarket 
IP14 4QN 
 
07545423842 
andrew.stringer@suffolk.gov.uk  
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My Group’s Spokesperson for Education, Cllr Penny Otton, raised the issue and her concerns at a Council 
meeting on 24 May. The Cabinet Member for Children’s Services and Education, Gordon Jones, assured her 
that he shared her concerns and would raise it with the head of Ofsted. 
 
Ofsted have said that the majority of ‘outstanding’ schools are exempt by law from inspections. However, if a 
number of concerns or complaints are raised against a school, they would have the power to carry out an 
inspection. 
 

Lawn Farm Quarry 
 
A new planning application to regularise the current situation in regard to a batching plant, and rephasing the 
restoration of land at Lawn Farm has been lodged but not yet validated. This application will mean we can 
revisit the conditions that govern the site, and deliver a set that will be effective on the real world. 
I will keep a close eye on this application and make sure it goes to a committee for determination so we all 
can make sure that any conditions approving the development are clear and easily understood by all 
concerned.   
 
 
 

New development with affordable homes in Cockfield  
 
On 15 May, the Cabinet approved proposals for the development of a 4.5 acre site near Cockfield, which is 
owned as part of its County Farms estate. The development will be comprised of 51 units, including 12 
affordable rented homes. There will also be homes specifically for first-time buyers, affordable shared 
ownership homes, and self-build plots. 
 
This project is being treated as a pilot for future developments on Council owned land. The County Council is 
planning to work closely with design and property partners, and there will be a particular focus on local 
needs and benefits for the local community. The council will also benefit from financial returns as a result of 
developing the land. I have booked a meeting to discuss the possibility of the Bacton Middle School Site 
following a similar path. 
 
 

Bacton Middle School Site 
 
The long running saga of the Bacton Middle School Site still goes on, In light of the recent development in 
Cockfield, I have asked if the planned route of building out the site does not come to fruition, that we pursue 
the “Cockfield” model and build out the site as a partnership with a social landlord or local developer. The 
present contract with Cornerstone means that the future School provision on site is the only receipt that 
Suffolk county Council receives. 
The planning permission has not gone back to committee, due to the meeting that was arranged by 
Cornerstone to clarify what needed to be addressed regarding the Section 106 agreement, not being 
attended by anyone from the District Council team. 
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Appendix 3 
 
Mid Suffolk District Council – Haughley and Wetherden Ward 
 
Report to Haughley Parish Council 
For Parish Council Meeting of Tuesday 19 June 2018 
 
Stowmarket “Vision for Prosperity”:  After a couple of local engagement events, Mid Suffolk District Council 
has issued an action plan for re-invigorating the town of Stowmarket including town centre regeneration and 
investments in the town.  I have raised concerns that they are not addressing the transport issues both in the 
town and leading into it.  Despite the consultation saying that neighbouring villages need to be connected mores 
sustainably to the town the draft plan did not contain any new initiatives for buses, cycling or pedestrian access. 
 
Neighbourhood plans:  Haughley’s Neighbourhood Plan is currently at pre-submission stage. This means a 
consultation is open on the draft plan for six weeks (ending 7th July).  The plan is then revised if necessary with 
any comments and then submitted to Mid Suffolk District Council.  It is then examined by a planning inspector 
and any comments arising from that are incorporated.  It will then go out to public referendum which may be 
around January or February 2019 when, if voted in favour of, will become part of Mid Suffolk’s planning policy. 
 
Councillor allowances:  Currently Mid Suffolk District Councillors receive an allowance of £4,000 per year.  
Some councillors receive additional allowances if they have particular responsibilities.  It is proposed that the 
allowances scheme is updated.  The basic amount is proposed to rise to £5,000 per year with additional 
allowances such as for Portfolio Holders rising from £2,000 to £6,250 per year.  The highest allowance proposed 
is for the Leader which is a rise from £8,000 to £12,500.  I have raised concerns about the scale of some of the 
increases. 
 
Re-development of former Council HQ:  Plans are going ahead to redevelop the old Needham Market head 
office – mainly for housing.  Draft plans are being reviewed prior to the Council submitting a planning application. 
 
Local planning applications:  Several residents have contacted me with regards to concerns on two planning 
applications in the parish – both outline – application numbers DC/18/01699 and DC/18/02457. 
 
My role:  Since the May 2018 Council meeting my role has changed and I have taken over from Andrew 
Stringer as Leader of the Opposition.  My colleague, Keith Welham (District Councillor for Stowupland) takes 
over from me as Chair of Overview & Scrutiny Committee. 
 
 
 
Rachel Eburne 
Mid Suffolk District Councillor – Haughley and Wetherden Ward 
15 June 2018 
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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
For consideration at Parish Council meeting at 19th June 2018 
Appendix  
 
COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY (CIL) 
Parish Infrastructure Investment Plan (PIIP) 
 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is collected by the District Council, being a levy on 
development.  15% of the CIL collected by Mid Suffolk District Council on development within the 
Parish will be passed to the Parish Council; this sum will be increased to 25% of the CIL collected 
following adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
CIL may be spent on capital projects only and is intended to enhance the infrastructure within an 
area affected by development.   
 
The CIL money assigned to the Parish Council may be enhanced by various means. 

 Application may be made to MSDC for a further portion of the CIL collected and retained by 
MSDC for projects selected by the DC.   

 Projects may be shared with other Parishes – it is not essential for the project to be located 
within the Parish, but there should be clear benefit for the Parish. 

 The funding may be used in connection with grant aid from other bodies.  Using this method, 
it may be possible to undertake a project costing several/many times greater than the CIL 
funding received by the Parish Council.  The criteria for additional funding will be as stated 
by the grant funding body.   

 
The schedule below constitutes an initial list of possible projects for consideration under CIL.   It has 
been divided in low, medium and high-priced projects.  Such division is purely for convenience of 
our Parish Council and NOT taken from any CIL related document. 
 
 
LOW COST PROJECTS – up to £2,000 
 

Project Priority Estimate Progress stage Date 
Seat Old Street 
 

    

     
 
 
MEDIUM PRICED PROJECTS - £2,000 to £10,000 
 

Project Priority Estimate Progress stage Date 
Bus shelter – repairs and 
redecoration (possibly Royal 
British Legion) 
 

  Not eligible under 
CIL – not a capital 
project 

 

War memorial (possibly Royal 
British Legion) 
 

  Not eligible under 
CIL – not a capital 
project 
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VAS – additional unit (possibly via 
sponsorship 
Pavilion 

    

Footpath from Fishponds bridge to 
Tot Hill 

    

Posts to protect grass areas Old 
Street and The Folly 

    

Road entrances to Haughley – 
upgrade / replace signs 
 

  ????? May not be 
eligible under CIL 
as may be deemed 
not a capital 
project 

 

     
 
 
HIGH PRICED PROJECTS – Over £10,000 
 

Project Priority Estimate Progress stage Date 
Pavilion extension     
     

 
 


