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HAUGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
held Wednesday 16th May 2018 at the Village Hall, Haughley 
 

  ACTION 
 PRESENT:  

Cllrs A Hannan (chairman), G Brown, (Acting Proper Officer), Mrs S Crossman, R Dawson, 
D Edgington, M Gilson, Mrs Y Hannan. Mrs T Shaw, Mrs A Warren, I White (Acting 
Responsible Finance Officer) 
C Cllr A Stringer, D Cllr R Eburne, Police Officer Stefan Henriksen from the Safer 
Neighbourhood Team, and 3 members of the public  
 

 

1 Election of the Chairman of the Parish Council – Cllr A Hannan was proposed and 
seconded; no other nomination was received and Cllr A Hannan was elected 
unanimously.  He signed the Acceptance of Office 
 

 

2 Election of the Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council - Cllr Mrs Y Hannan was proposed 
and seconded; no other nomination was received and Cllr Mrs Hannan was elected 
unanimously.  She signed the Acceptance of Office 
 

 

3 APOLOGIES for late arrival were received from Cllrs Tricker (arrived 7.10) and Mrs Shaw 
(arrived 7.30) 
 

 

4 COUNCILLORS’ DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST in any item on the Agenda - None 
 

 

5 DISPENSATIONS    
None                                                                                                            Cllr Tricker arrived 
 

 

6 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 10TH APRIL 2018 
Having been proposed and seconded, Councillors confirmed the minutes at Appendix 1 
as a true record. 
 

 

7 PUBLIC FORUM 
None                                                                                                             Cllr Shaw arrived 
 

 

8 NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM PRESENTATION BY POLICE SAFER  
 PC Stefan Henricksen reported that the lack of attendance by Police at Parish 
Council meetings during recent years was due to a change in policing policy; this has 
changed again with the appointment of a Community Engagement Officer (CEO) in 
addition to the Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT); however, with 2 officers covering 73 
parishes, frequent attendance will be unlikely but they will respond to real issues raised 
by the community.  The police have stepped away from Neighbourhood Watch and 
Speed Watch has lacked support.  The CEO was invited to attend the Haughley Fete.  
The role includes providing a face for the public including young people who are more 
likely to engage via social media.  The SNT are due to remain.  The team is being 
supported by CPSO Phil Brill with all working together.   
 Responses have been given to various questions submitted by email etc.  It is 
hoped to reduce crime by improving safety; contact with the team is recommended via 
the generic email/contact numbers.  About 80% officer time being spent away from 
desk; use 101 for more urgent matters, accepting that there have been problems with 
this system; online contacts can be picked up more readily.  Use 999 for urgent matters.   
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8 
cont 

 It was noted that a national number for generic inquiries was out of date; what 
could PC do to help?  This offer was welcomed; police have provided PCs with 100s of 
reports over the years, but the Police UK can only provide generic information. 
 D Cllr had been on 101 about 17 minutes to make a report; advised to use 999 to 
report an urgent matter.  Generally, there are few police in or around the parish. 
 Gallowsfield Wood has had problems historically, including lone men 
arriving/leaving “quietly”, but police have not responded to evening calls relating to 
issues at the wood.  This is difficult for the police to sort which can be distressing; 
matters had improved for a while.  Routine patrols can be briefed, but they need to 
respond to other matters as well. 
 If a public order offence in the parish is witnessed, dial 999 immediately, note 
the vehicle registration number if possible to allow police to follow up.  Resources 
allocated to assessed greatest risk.   
 Travellers in Parish – colleagues aware; police not involved with placement of 
travellers; if security items damaged, the owner would need to make a report.  Contact 
has been made with the Traveller Liaison Officer.  A liaison meeting had been arranged 
for the following day at the Village Hall 
 There have been thefts and attempted break ins of various types of vehicle 
including caravans, including in Haughley and Old Newton.  Enhanced security is 
recommended.    Neighbourhood Watch has been under valued in the past; volunteers 
to cover a small area would be welcome. 
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C Cllr ANDREW STRINGER’S REPORT 
A written report having been received, C Cllr Stringer referred to pothole repairs again; a 
matrix gives some indication on the decision making process; currently repairs are 
dotted around, using a lot of travel time.  The Chilton Woods development is on former 
county council farmland.   The Minerals and Water plan has been approved to go to 
consultation; there had been a liaison meeting the day before to consider the Lawn Farm 
quarry – wheel wash on site not working; another due to be constructed/installed by 
end of June; proposed new batching plant due to be subject of planning application 
 

 

10 D Cllr RACHEL EBURNE’S REPORT 
A written report having been received (appendix 2), reference was made to progress 
with the Joint Local Plan and the 5 year supply of land for development, noting that 
required numbers have changed frequently, making need for Neighbourhood Plan even 
more significant; meeting held with officers to bring process for Haughley NP forward as 
soon as reasonably practical 

 

14 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Councillors consented to changing the order of the Agenda to consider planning 
application at this time.   
a) DC/18/01279 Lawn Farm, Woolpit.  Developers for this application had made a 

presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting.  It was agreed that the APO woud 
submit comments relating to the expected increase in traffic through Haughley 
New Street 

b) DC/18/01699 Ashdown House, Haughley Green.  Although unlikely to affect the 
Parish significantly; various Haughley Green residents had expressed concern that 
the proposal was a departure from the general linear nature of past development 
in Haughley Green and could affect users of New Bells Lane.  The Council expressed 
concern about access and the proposed density of the development, which should 
be in keeping with the linear nature of the area. It was agreed that the APO woud 
submit comments relating access, housing density and linearity 

c) DC/18/01966 Land at Chilton Leys, Bury Road, Stowmarket.  No comment. 
d) DC/18/01944 Walnut Tree Manor – No comment 

 
 
 
 
APO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APO 
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11 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
The draft Neighbourhood Plan consultation document having been previously circulated, 
was proposed and seconded; Councillors unanimously approved the document.  
Councillors wished to record their thanks to the Working Party for its work in preparing 
the draft Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents, with especial thanks to CA 
and MA for their hard work.  The six week pre-submission consultation was due to 
commence Friday 25 May. 
  

 

12 PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE REPORT 
Not submitted or required at this meeting. 
 

 

13 SPEEDING ISSUES IN STATION ROAD 
Use of VAS has not formally been approved for this area, but it was agreed to mount VAS 
temporally if there is a suitable post. 
 

 
RT 

15 GALLOWSFIELD WOOD COMMITTEE 
Having considered appendix 3, it was noted that the present working party is managing 
property owned by Haughley Parish Council and oversees spending of public money.  As 
such, management of Gallowsfield Wood should be via a committee of the Parish 
Council.  Councillors agreed to form a committee comprising a minimum of three people 
who would appoint their own chairman and would be aided by volunteer support.  The 
Chairman agreed to arrange a meeting with the working party to consider this and 
related matters further. 
Burger van – there had been an exchange of comments on draft proposals by email.  It 
was agreed that further consideration would be required before agreeing the proposals 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair 

16 POLICIES AND DOCUMENTS 
C Cllr Stringer left the meeting at 8.37 

Councillors considered and decided the following the following   
i. The Council’s Standing Orders as in file – subject to minor amendments, 

unanimously approved 
ii. The Council’s Financial Regulations as in file - unanimously approved 

iii. The Council’s Code of Conduct as in file - unanimously approved 
iv. a)  Complaints Handling Policy as on file - unanimously approved 

b)  Health and safety policy as in file - unanimously approved 
c)  Safeguarding policy as in file - unanimously approved.  Safeguarding lead Cllr 
Brown; alternates Cllrs Shaw and Crossman 
d)  Equality statement as in file - unanimously approved 
e)  Publication scheme as in file - unanimously approved 
f)   Draft data audit was received 
g)  Data protection policy – not available at this meeting 
h)  Document destruction template – not available at this meeting 
i)   General data protection policy -  not available at this meeting 
j)   Data breach policy - unanimously approved 
k)  Privacy notice – not available at this meeting 
l)   Not applicable (repeated item) 
m) Documents and records – considered at previous meeting 
n)  Information available from the Council – not available at this meeting 

It was agreed to further review policies and documents during the current year. 
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17 FINANCE 
Finance documents having been circulated prior to the meeting 

a) Councillors had received and considered the end of year accounts for 2017/2018 
at previous meeting 

b) Councillors received and considered the financial report for April 2018 
c) Councillors authorised payment as per the attached schedule 
d) Update on the preparations for the annual audit 

(i) Having been proposed and seconded, councillors considered and approved 
the Annual Governance Statement for 2017/18  

(ii) Having been proposed and seconded, councillors considered and approved 
the Accounting Statement for 2017/18 

e) Councillors approved the appointment of Mrs S Eburne as the internal auditor 
for the 2017-18 financial year 

f) It was confirmed that appropriate documents would be submitted to the duly 
appointed external auditor by the due date – 11 June 2018 

 
It was noted that several lights remain relatively very expensive to run e.g. church 
floodlights and bus shelter and councillors approved proposal to seek quotations to 
replace remaining such units  
 

 

18 TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR COUCILLORS 
Councillors agreed that Cllrs Crossman and Dawson should attend new councillor 
training with SALC 
 

 

19 CORRESPONDENCE 
No item was considered under this heading 
 

 

19 DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS: 
Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 19th June 2018   Venue: Ron Crascall Pavilion at 
7.00pm 
 

 

 There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 9.15pm 
 

 

 
 
 

Signed  ………………………………..   
 
Date     ………………………………. 


